"Shaping the future of higher education. Challenges and perspectives of today’s university
education" Lecture Series at Alanus University 2014-2015
The ‘whether’ and ‘how’ of reshaping the University – a discourse on the role of Higher
Education today
“While the universe celebrates itself in every mode of being, the human might be identified as that
being in whom the universe celebrates itself… in a special mode of conscious self-awareness.”
(Berry, 1999)
The question of University education – and whether or how this may be re-shaped – fosters a set
of immediate questions:
Is the traditional University today in danger of sustaining an intellectual disorientation of the Mind
(Reason, 2007) or have we simply misunderstood the modern purpose of its function? Do we
need to rethink the role of the University in our society, or do we need to re-think the University
itself in its context of contemporary culture?
st

What motivates us to study in the 21 Century? Looking back, it would seem that the goal and
driver of education metamorphosed from the original idea of learning for learning’s sake (the
antiquity) to learning for God’s sake (the middle ages), and now perhaps the modern idea of
learning for earning’s sake has started to inform the scope and reach of the modern University.
In this lecture, we will look at what, if anything, the reshaping of higher education may involve. We
will go back to the original idea of the University (learning for learning’s sake) and explore what
this intention and goal of education brought to bare on society then and what this approach may
st
look like in the 21 Century.
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