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The ‘whether’ and ‘how’ of reshaping the University – a discourse on the role of Higher 
Education today 
 
“While the universe celebrates itself in every mode of being, the human might be identified as that 
being in whom the universe celebrates itself… in a special mode of conscious self-awareness.” 
(Berry, 1999) 
 
The question of University education – and whether or how this may be re-shaped – fosters a set 
of immediate questions: 
 
Is the traditional University today in danger of sustaining an intellectual disorientation of the Mind 
(Reason, 2007) or have we simply misunderstood the modern purpose of its function? Do we 
need to rethink the role of the University in our society, or do we need to re-think the University 
itself in its context of contemporary culture? 
 
What motivates us to study in the 21st Century? Looking back, it would seem that the goal and 
driver of education metamorphosed from the original idea of learning for learning’s sake (the 
antiquity) to learning for God’s sake (the middle ages), and now perhaps the modern idea of 
learning for earning’s sake has started to inform the scope and reach of the modern University.  
 
In this lecture, we will look at what, if anything, the reshaping of higher education may involve. We 
will go back to the original idea of the University (learning for learning’s sake) and explore what 
this intention and goal of education brought to bare on society then and what this approach may 
look like in the 21st Century.  
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Studies in Counselling and Psychotherapy (BCPC, grad. 2001). She is currently working on her 
PhD in Educational Leadership with the Department of Business and Law, University of the West 
of England. In the last six years, Charlotte has dedicated her charitable work to supporting 
environmental and social innovation. She is the Chair of the Demeter Certification Board UK and 
her Trusteeships since 2008 include the Living Earth Land Trust (charity no. 1139874), 
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Crossfields Institute is a recognised certifying body for further education and an approved 
Higher Education Institute with four UK and two international University partnerships. With its 
1000 registered students, Crossfields Institute has developed more than 35 qualifications and 
programmes as well as 4 Master degrees. The institute has partnerships and centres in the UK, 
Ireland, Germany, Scandinavia, Russia, South Africa, Botswana, Australia and the US. 
Crossfields Institute and Alanus University have a partnership for the joint development and 
delivery of academic courses and the co-organisation of research seminars and conferences.  
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