CENTRE FOR CONTEMPORARY ART AND THE NATURAL WORLD (CCANW)
in partnership with Touchstone collaborations

SoilCulture

at create 2015
4 July - 26 August 2015

Summer Celebration of UN International Year of Soils
Exhibitions, Soil Saturdays & Food Happenings
At create centre in Bristol, Green Capital of Europe

THEFUTURE

IS IN OURHANDS

THEFUTURE

ISIN THE
SOIL
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VISION

‘The soil is the great connector of lives, the source and
deStination Of a“., Wendell Berry

Soil Culture at create is the UK's summer celebration of UN International Year of Soils 2015. It takes place
during July and August at the create centre in Bristol, the UK's first Green Capital of Europe, chosen for its
willingness to take risks and look at new ideas. Soil Culture at create is a time and place to explore our
relationships to the life-giving matter of soil and discover ways to safeguard its vital role in the future of food
and the health of the planet.

The Vision of Soil Culture at create is to:

explore the significance of soil in the every day and how it supports vibrant communities

offer life changing experiences with the living matter of soil to inspire new stories to live by
amplify and connect soil and food initiatives in Bristol during its year as Green Capital of Europe
make visible and taste-able the relationships between healthy soil and healthy food

share ways of gardening and farming which respect and enliven soils

support action for policy changes to protect local and global soils

create a lasting legacy which strengthens the soil, art and food movements

WHY without healthy soils there is no life

Living soils, on which the whole of life depends, are increasingly being degraded and losing their fertility. Soil
Culture at create invites us all to explore what soil means to us through sharing ideas, experiences, stories and
information about the life of soil. Soil Culture at create is pioneering in its commitment to embrace and learn
from the arts and sciences, cooks, gardeners and farmers, young and old and to hear local and global voices to
share and discover practical how we can use soil well, respect and protect its vital role in the future of food and
the health of the planet.

WHAT a summer celebration of arts and science inspired by soil and enlivened by food

Soil Culture at create a summer celebration of soil focuses around Soil Culture Exhibitions -Soil Culture:
Artist Residency Programme curated by CCANW, Dirt Dialogues exhibition of works by global artists
co-designed by Alexandra Toland, and works by local artists inspired by soil. The Exhibitions are animated
with Soil Saturdays based around a soil related theme, with each Soil Saturday interweaving food happenings
inspired by Soil Sisters amidst hands-on workshops, talks, films, music, forums of inspiration, schools events,
and an art of soil symposium. Soil Culture at create is also host to CCANW' s final Artists Residency with
Touchstone collaborations and Bristol-based Blue Finger Alliance.

HOW by discovering new ways to bring an understanding of the living soil into everyday life

Soil Culture at create offers awealth of practical experience and information to share the diversity of ways
that people can help regenerate and protect soils. Food is the most familiar and accessible way to bring
awareness of soil into our direct experience, everyday, every mouthful. Food sharing is central to this summer
celebration of soil. Together, as food citizens we can inspire people from all walks of life to become guardians
of soil.

WHERE & WHEN at create, award-winning green venue in Bristol, July and August 2015
Soil Culture at create takes place in Bristol at the create centre, Bristol city's environmental venue celebrating
21years. Create centre is animated with a wide-ranging programme of soil-inspired exhibitions and events from

Monday to Saturday every week opening 4 July to 26 August 2015.

WHO Soil Culture at create is for everyone
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ACTIVITIES OF SOIL CULTURE AT CREATE

'Good food, safe water, healthy bodies, flourishing biodiversity,
thriving communities, a planet in balance: these are the everyday
gifts of living soils. miche Fabre Lewin

Soil Culture at create weaves together a series of acitivities to explore the vital matter of soil and discover
ways we can all become soil guardians in our everyday lives, whatever our roles in the world.

Soil-inspired Exhibitions

Soil Culture at create focuses around Exhibitions in create’s gallery from Monday to Saturday every week
throughout July and August 2015. The main exhibition Soil Culture: Artist Residency Programme shares work
and research by 13 artists across the South West England and at Kew, London, and is curated by CCANW. This
is accompanied by Dirt Dialogues, 36 posters designed by Alexandra Toland of SoilArts, Berlin, with artists
from across the world who engage with soil. There will also be works by local artists, including a Living Soil
Shrine which evolves for people to engage with and help co-create throughout the summer celebration.

Artists Residency

Miche Fabre Lewin and Flora Gathorne-Hardy, are artists in residence during Soil Culture at create, in
collaboration with Maddy Longhurst of Blue Finger Alliance. Miche and Flora's SOIL residency for the Earth,
whichrespects and celebrates relationships between the soil cultures of UK and South Africa begins with this
partnership with CCANW, and interconnects with their role as Research Associates with Centre for
Agroecology, Water and Resilience at Coventry University.

Soil Saturdays

Soil Saturdays take place from 10am to 10pm each Saturday during July and August 2015. The rhythm of Soil
Saturdays animate and build upon Soil Culture at create Exhibitions. Each Soil Saturday is co-hosted with local
and national partners to explore a different soil-related theme through a convivial medley of activities and
events, including food happenings, films, talks, music, poetry and open forums. See below for emerging themes
for each Soil Saturday which are open for other contributions. Inspirations also welcome for Friday evenings:

| soil and water | what is soil? | soil of bristol | living food living soil |
| growing soil | whose soil? | fallow field | art of soil symposium |

Soil Sisters

Soil Sisters is a culinary collaboration that draws upon food as the most direct way to share the soil story and
raise awareness around its significance for health of body and planet. Within each Soil Saturday, the soil's gift
of food is brought to the table through an array of food gatherings, thanksgiving rituals, skill-sharing and
celebratory offerings. The Soil Sisters are working alongside local growers to share the bounty of Bristol's soils.

Educational Exchanges with Schools

The Exhibitions and Soil Saturdays will inspire and inform Educational Exchanges with Bristol-based school
groups and families throughout July and August. These exchanges between the art and science of soil will be
brought alive within create centre and its surrounding hinterland of patchwork allotments, gardens, riverbanks
and woodlands.
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SOIL SATURDAYS OVERVIEW

an emergent process

‘Soil is at the heart and soul of our planet. Put simply, we cannot

live WlthOUt lt' Soil Association

DATE THEME

SOIL INTERDEPENDENCE DAY
Opening of Soil Culture at create
with Alys Fowler honouring our
interdependence with soil and water

Sat 4 July

WHAT IS SOIL?

Hands-on engagement with

the living matter of soil and artisan
culinary traditions

Sat11July

SOIL OF BRISTOL

Exploring the living soils of Bristol,
its heritage allotments, market
gardens and food cultures

Sat18 July

LIVING SOIL LIVING FOOD

Living Food Feast and conversations
to explore how fertile soil nourishes
body, souland planet

Sat 25 July

GROWING SOIL

Sharing gardening, farming and
wine-making practices which
regenerate soils

Sat1August

WHOSE SOIL?

Exploring Soil Justice through
local and global dialogues with
installations

Sat 8 August

PARTNER GROUPS

Arnolfini - Seeds of Change: Floating Ballast Seed Garden
Blue Finger Alliance

Feed Bristol Land and Food Forum

Food growers for Bristol

British Society of Soil Scientists
Bristol University
The Community Farm and Ethicurean

Blue Finger Alliance
Soil Association

Greencuisine Trust, Water 21
Sustainable Food Trust

Biodynamic Association, Centre for Agroecology,
Water and Resilience (CAWR) Coventry University,
Carbon Gold

Blue Finger Alliance
Platform: Ogoni. Nigeria
Sutherland Reflections, South Africa

SOIL Residency for the Earth at create with Miche Fabre Lewin and Flora Gathorne-Hardy and Blue Finger Alliance

Sat15August  FALLOW FIELD

ART OF SOIL

Symposium on the role of the arts
to communicate and inspire new
relationships with living soil

Sat 22 August
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by Falmouth University, RANE and CCANW in 2014
with Alexandra Toland and Sue Spaid
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LEGACY

Socially engaged action research enquiry

Soil Culture at create is a celebration of collaborative practice and partnership to raise awareness of the
living matter of soil, as well as being a socially-engaged action enquiry research. Soil Culture at create has
emerged from aresearch partnership between RANE, CCANW and Touchstone collaborations. 2015 marks
UN International Year of Soils, and Soil Culture at create takes place in Bristol, Green Capital of Europe, a
city open to innovation and new forms of thinking. This powerful union of an ecologically inspired European
capital allied to the UN's call to respect soil as vital for life invites a commitment to discover how a green city
and its hinterland can become a blueprint which leaves a legacy of good food and soil practices for the future.

We are dedicated to Soil Culture at create becoming aresearch resource to discover and share practical
experiences which lead to good practice. To this end we are looking for partners to be in conversation with

us to design research frameworks and support a series of documentations through image, text and film. These
materials will inform the monitoring and evaluating of the outcomes and impact that this summer celebration
of soil has on personal transformation as well as on policy change. Soil Culture at create with its diverse
partners is in a strong position to be proactive and undertake a pioneering research enquiry within this arena.
The co-created programme of hands-on activities, food happenings, films and forums invites a sharing of
experiences, conversations and ideas. These are environments where we are learning together to evolve good
practices around soil to inspire confidence and action on protecting our soils, locally, nationally and
internationally.

Soil Culture at create is a timely opportunity to understand and discover the diverse ways we engage with the
living matter of soil that enable enduring personal, social and environmental change. As part of this research
process, Touchstone collaborations is committed to working with Bristol Green Capital Partnership and
Bristol 2015 European Green Capital to discover how the legacy of Soil Culture at create can be evaluated and
widely shared.

The long-term legacy of Soil Culture at create includes:

* Soil guardianship embedded within Bristol Green Capital as an on-going legacy for the city
* Greater awareness of the vitalrole of soils and the co-creation of new stories to live by

* Supporting policy changes and action to protect local and global soils

* Strengthening of soil and food initiatives within Bristol and its hinterland

* New conversations between the arts and sciences, between researchers and civil society and between
growers, cooks and policy makers

* Launch of soil-related publications e.g. the book Living Food: feast for soil by Daphne Lambert, policy
documents by CAWR, and Bristol food and soil initiatives

* Promotion of create centre and Soil Culture at create partners within local, national and
international media

* Soil-inspired momentos, including books, postcards, T-shirts, aprons and soil posters
* Researchinthe form of manuals, films and audiovisuals for good citizenship around soil practices

Following Soil Culture at create there will be:

* amajor exhibition and Soil Culture publication by CCANW in September 2015, which will include Soil
Culture at create with established international artists working with soil

* toenlivennew relationships and practices around soil for Miche and Flora's SOIL residency for the
Earth at Stellenbosch University, and Johannesburg in South Africa, 2015-2016

*  Soil Culture: the artist residency programme exhibition at an international venues TBC
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PARTNERS

Soil Culture at create builds on the Soil Culture Forum at Falmouth University and Soil Culture: artist residency
programme commissioned and co-ordinated by CCANW and Research in Art, Nature and Environment (RANE)
in 2014 and 2015. Other partners and contributors working with us so far on this pioneering event include:
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Alys Fowler

Arts Council England

Arnolfini

Arts & Humanities Research Council
Heritage Lottery Fund

Avon Wildlife Trust

Biodynamic Association

Blue Finger Alliance

Bristol Food Network

Bristol Food Policy Council

Bristol Food Producers

Bristol Green Capital Partership
Bristol 2015 European Green Capital
British Society of Soil Scientists
Carbon Gold

CCANW and University of Exeter
Centre for Agroecology, Water and Resilience
(CAWR), University of Coventry
Daylesford Organic Farm

Demeter Certification UK

Essential Trading Co-operative
Ethicurean
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Everhot Cooker

Garden Organic

Greencuisine Trust
Groundspring Alliance
Landworkers Alliance

Natural England

Platform

RANE and Falmouth University
Royal West of England Academy
Schumacher Institute

Soil Association

Soil Culture Hosts for Artists in Residence
Sustainable Food Trust

The Community Farm

Triodos Bank

University of Exeter

University of West of England
Watershed

Water 21

Winkler Media
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NOTES

Soil Culture at create is a partnership between Touchstone collaborations
(www.touchstonecollaborations.com) and Centre for Contemporary Art and the Natural World (CCANW
www.ccanw.co.uk).

Soil Culture is a collaborative initiative of CCANW and Falmouth University's Research in Art, Nature and
Environment (RANE). Its vision is to use the arts to inspire a deeper public understanding of the importance of
soil - aresource on which the whole of civilization depends. Healthy soils are essential for the production of
food and are a vital part of our global eco-system, acting as a carbon sink to reduce the impact of climate
change.

Soil Culture project is being delivered in 3 phases. The first phase involved research led by Falmouth University
and was funded by a grant from the Arts and Humanities Research Council. The research culminated in a 4 day
Soil Culture Forum at Falmouth in July 2014 bringing together over 90 artists, writers and environmentalists to
explore how the significance of soil can be inspired through the arts. The second phase coincides with the
United Nations International Year of Soils 2015 with CCANW organising artist residencies aimed at
encouraging an exploration of the significance of soils. Taking place across the South West of the UK as well as
atanumber of host organisations further afield, these residencies are offering dedicated time to artists for
experimentation, research and the development of new work relating to soil, as well as unparalleled access to
facilities, expertise and working contexts.

The final phase exhibits and showcases the artist residencies and other commissioned work and is
substantially supported by Arts Council England. A touring exhibiton begins in May 2015 - September 2016, and
will tour to eight galleries in the region, including the Thelma Hulbert Gallery in Honiton and spaces run by most
residency hosts. A major exhibition of work by established international artists such as Ana Mendiata, Claire
Pentecost and Richard Long amongst others, whose work has engaged with soils, sometimes over several
decades, will be launched in September 2015 at Falmouth Art Gallery. This will go on to Peninsula Arts at the
University of Plymouth in 2016.

Exhibition Artists within the Soil Culture: artist residency programme

Marissa Benedict (USA) at Environment and Sustainability Institute, University of Exeter

Karen Guthrie (UK) at Hauser & Wirth Somerset

Jonny Briggs (UK) at White Moose in Barnstaple

Debra Solomon (USA/NL) at Schumacher College, Dartington

Anton Burdakov (UK/UA/DE) at the Eden Project

Sarah Ciurysek (CA) at Daylesford Organic Farm

Something & Son (UK) at Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew

Lisa Hirmer (CA) at Peninsula Arts, Plymouth University

Miche Fabre Lewin and Flora Gathorne-Hardy (UK) at create, with Blue Finger Alliance , Bristol

Karen Wylder (UK) at Hannah's at Seale-Hayne

CCANW will also be supporting residencies by Paul Chaney at Kestle Barton in Helston, Anne-Marie Culhane at
the University of Exeter. Sophie Mason is creating a new roof garden at a Dolphin Primary School in Bristol as
part of the Bristol Green Capital of Europe 2015

Alexandra Toland is the co-designer of Dirt Dialogues

Bristol 2015 European Green Capital During 2015 Bristol, the first UK city to win this prestigious European
Green Capital award, is committed to becoming a blueprint and environmental role model for healthier, happier
city living worldwide.

Bristol Green Capital Partnership is an independent leadership organization aiming to make Bristol a low
carbon city with a high quality of life for all. It represents 700 organisations in Bristol who helped create Bristol
Green Capital and will continue its legacy of good practices beyond 2015.
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CCANW is Centre for Contemporary Art and the Natural World is a leader in the arts and ecology movement,
based at the University of Exeter. CCANW delivers a local and national programme through partnerships
across the south-west. Through exhibitions, talks, and artist residencies CCANW aims to create the platformto
discuss and explore society's changing relationship with nature through contemporary art that explores social,
environmental and scientific issues.

RANE is Research in Art, Nature and Environment group co-ordinated by Dr Daro Montag at Falmouth
University. RANE collaborated with CCANW to deliver Soil Culture Forum at Falmouth University in July 2014.

Touchstone collaborations is an ecological arts research practice co-founded by Miche Fabre Lewin and Flora
Gathorne-Hardy. Touchstone collaborations is dedicated to an aesthetic of collaboration which animates,
amplifies and supports ecologies of relationship. Food and soil rituals are at the heart of these convivial
environments where people reconnect with their imaginations, their senses, with each other and with nature.
These revitalizing exchanges are opportunities to expand our thinking and capacity for action and invite
unexpected directions and simple solutions to the challenges we face today.

create is Bristol City Council's flagship green venue and is a key driving force in the city for environmental
change. It has a Gold award in Fairtrade Business Awards as well as being a Green Tourism winner in 2014.
Create is a vibrant environment which hosts a range of events and exhibitions and features a purpose-built
Ecohome. The centre is a welcoming venue for meetings, seminars and conferences as well as providing flexible
workspace to several environmental and ethical organisations. Café create, serves delicious hot and cold food
made from fresh locally sourced ingredients and won the overall Best Fairtrade Café 2014.

Soil Sisters Miche Fabre Lewin (arts and ritual) and Flora Gathorne Hardy (geographer and plantswoman) of
Touchstone collaborations with Daphne Lambert (living food chef and nutritionist) of Greencuisine Trust form
Soil Sisters dynamic culinary collaboration.They have been feasting belly and mind since 2004 and through
enlivening connections with soil, their convivial food happenings nourish new stories to live by. Their pioneering
ecological gastronomy celebrates artisan traditions which enrich and support resilient relationships between
people and place. Commissions include Gastrodome at Hay Literary Festival, Home Live Art at Tate Britain,
and Courtyard Garden at Aldeburgh Food and Drink Festival.

Blue Finger Alliance is an alliance of organisations and individuals which grew from the looming threat of losing
Bristol's most fertile soil, the Blue Finger, a vital area for growing food. The Blue Finger Alliance is dedicated to
raising awareness, protecting and regenerating the fertile soils of Bristol and its hinterland.

Greencuisine Trust founded by Daphne Lambert in 2010 is an educational charity re-thinking our relationship
with food. Greencuisine celebrates the beauty and diversity of the natural world that feeds us and shows that
our food choices shape how we support and preserve the planet. Daphne’s book ‘Living Food, A Feast for Soil
and Soul” will be published by Unbound in 2015.

Source Of Integral Life (SOIL) Residency for the Earth has co-evolved between ecological artists Miche
Fabre Lewin and Flora Gathorne-Hardy. They choreograph collaborative installations and forums of
inspirations, which take place within arts venues, food festivals, research centres, as well as soil and water and
agro-ecological projects. SOIL is a three-year artist residency that spans Europe and Africa.
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BE IN TOUCH

Tobeintouch, please contact
Miche Fabre Lewin and Flora Gathorne-Hardy of Touchstone collaborations

Daphne Lambert of Greencuisine Trust

Email soil@touchstonecollaborations.com

Phone Miche Fabre Lewin 07734 049407
Flora Gathorne-Hardy 07904 333015
Daphne Lambert 07796 686629

More information about Soil Culture at create can be found on touchstonecollaborations.com and for
updated news on soilculture arts projects visit CCANW's bulletin on their website: www.ccanw.co.uk
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