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NCFE CACHE has worked with Crossfields Institute since 2013 and would like to wish 
students following the Crossfields Institute Level 4 Diploma in Steiner Waldorf Early 
Childhood Studies Early Years Educator qualification the best of luck as they embark on their 
studies. This specialist qualification is one of quality, robust in both content and assessment it 
offers insight into the expertise, skills and professional approach needed to practice, and 
indeed develop, Steiner Waldorf approaches in an early childhood setting.  
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Key Facts 

Qualification Title Crossfields Institute Level 4 Diploma in Steiner Waldorf 
Early Childhood Studies (Early Years Educator) 

Qualification Number (QRN) 603/7741/0 

Qualification Type Vocationally Related Qualification 

Sector Child Development and Wellbeing 

Level Level 4 

Rules of Combination Units 1 – 16 are mandatory 

Units 17 – 20 are optional 

Total Qualification Time Min 960 hours   Max 1560 hours 

Guided Learning Hours Min 410 hours    Max 580 
(including 100 hours professional placement as learners will 
be with workplace mentor supervisors in a setting) 

Credits Min 104   Max 164 

Minimum age of learners 18 

Age ranges covered by the 
qualification 

Birth to 7 years 

Real work environment (RWE) 
requirement / recommendation 

A minimum of 100 hours Professional Placement in an early 
years setting is required. Some of the assessment criteria in 
this qualification must be assessed in the Professional 
Placement (in a Real Work Environment). Evidence from 
the Professional Placement will contribute to the learner’s 
portfolio of evidence. 

Assessment Methods All units will be internally assessed using a range of 
assessment methods evidencing knowledge, understanding 
and skills. These contribute to a portfolio of evidence which 
includes assessment in the Professional Placement (in a 
Real Work Environment). 

Grading system Achieved/Not Yet Achieved 

How long will it take to complete? It should be possible to complete the qualification part-time 
over two years. 

Developed by The qualification has been developed by Crossfields 
Institute with subject specific expertise provided by the 
London Steiner Kindergarten Training Company Ltd 
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Section 1: About this Qualification 

1.1 Why take this qualification?  

This objective of this Crossfields Institute Level 4 Diploma in Steiner Waldorf Early Childhood 
Studies (Early Years Educator) is to provide the learner with the expertise, skills and 
professional approach needed to be a Steiner Waldorf kindergarten teacher and early 
childhood educator. This qualification is also relevant to those engaged in holistic work with 
children such as child minders, therapists and others working with children under 7 years old, 
both in Steiner Waldorf and mainstream settings. 

Rationale 
The Steiner Waldorf approach to early childhood care and education, is based on Rudolf 
Steiner’s (1861-1925) insights into human development and education.  

‘In the material world we effect change through what we do: as educators, we effect change 
through who we are.’ Rudolph Steiner1 

This qualification aims to support the learner in developing their understanding of the 
physical, emotional, cognitive and spiritual developmental needs of young children. The 
immediate and long term impact of the educating process will be brought into focus for the 
learner, who will be encouraged to consider their role in supporting every child’s right to a 
healthy and age appropriate education. The aim is that the learner develops the capacity to 
encourage children’s wellbeing and natural inclination to be active and to learn. Through the 
use of a rhythmical and repetitive approach, the learner will develop their capacity for the 
facilitation of creative play and appropriate sensory experience. This will include the 
knowledge and skills required for creating and maintaining a Steiner Waldorf Early Childhood 
environment, which supports the child’s developmental needs and equips the child to thrive in 
contemporary society. The learner will be required to engage in a process of personal and 
professional development, in order to meet the standards required of a contemporary Steiner 
Waldorf early childhood educator. 

1.2 Who is it for?  

This qualification is designed for learners who wish to work as Steiner Waldorf kindergarten 
teachers and early childhood educators. It is also for anyone engaged in holistic work with 
children such as child minders, therapists and others working with children under 7 years old, 
both in Steiner Waldorf and mainstream settings. 

1.3 What does the qualification cover?  

The Level 4 Diploma in Steiner Waldorf Early Childhood Studies (Early Years Educator) 
qualification has sixteen mandatory units, each of which contribute to the learner’s 
development of knowledge, understanding and skill. There are also four optional units which 
are designed for learners who are required to complete additional learning hours to satisfy the 
requirements of their regulatory bodies. 

 

 

 

1 Steiner, R. Artistic Sensitivity as a Spiritual Approach, lecture of 2nd February 1915 
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The mandatory units take the learner through a process, which supports them in: 

• Understanding the principles of the Steiner Waldorf approach to early childhood 
education and the practices which arises from these.  The principles, which are 
informed by the philosophy of Rudolf Steiner, include the following: 

o supporting self-regulation (the development of the will) 

o imitation and example (the practitioner as a model) 

o developmentally healthy activity (through rhythm and repetition)  

o organisation and care of the environment (as a source of protection and 
opportunity for sensory development)   

o enabling self-initiated learning through imaginative and child-led creative play. 

• Actively engaging is self-reflective practice and disciplines for self-development. 

• Developing the skills and capacities needed to facilitate creative play and support 
arts, crafts and domestic activities. 

• Developing skills in child observation alongside an understanding of child 
development which supports both working with a group of children and meeting the 
need of individuals. 

• Understanding legislative and regulatory practices including the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. 

 

Overview of the Mandatory Units 

To be a Steiner Waldorf Early Childhood Educator, learners will be required to integrate 
theory, practical skills, their own unique gifts and attributes, and the application of all of these 
areas into practice. Therefore the units have been themed into four groups, which 
demonstrate how each group contributes to and supports the holistic development of the 
learner. To ensure that the training prepares learners for the working environment, the 
qualification requires that learners integrate these four areas in practice. This practice will 
culminate in unit SWECS-L4-16 Unit 16, where the majority of the learner’s applied 
knowledge and skill will be assessed. 

Child development in context (Units 1, 2, 3, 4 and 8) 

Learners will begin to engage in the broader context of child development, exploring Steiner 
Waldorf principles in the context of other approaches. Each of the first three units focuses on 
the varying approaches required by the Steiner Waldorf Early Childhood Educator in 
supporting child development from birth to 3, 3 to 5, and 5 to 7 years. Unit 4 explores the role 
of the Steiner Waldorf early childhood setting in relation to the developing child and the 
overall context of the Steiner Waldorf curriculum from 7 to 18 years. Within these units, the 
learner will also develop their understanding of relevant aspects of Rudolf Steiner’s 
philosophy, biography and initiatives which have influenced contemporary Steiner Waldorf 
pedagogical principles and practice.  

Professional best practice (Units 7, 9, 10, 11 and 12) 

These units introduce the learners to some of the professional requirements and practical 
aspects of being a Steiner Waldorf Early Childhood Educator. Learners will explore ways of 
working in partnership with parents, families, carers and colleagues.  They will look at current 
trends in early childhood education, and approaches to anti-discriminatory and inclusive 
practices. Learners will also explore welfare and health and safety requirements, and the 
principles and practices of inspection and recognition in an early childhood Steiner Waldorf 
setting. 
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The Steiner Waldorf early childhood curriculum in context (Units 5, 13, 14 and 15) 

These units aim to support the learner in their knowledge and understanding of curriculum 
activities which support the child’s holistic development in a Steiner Waldorf setting. Learners 
will be introduced to the application of pedagogical, domestic and artistic activities; 
performance arts and two-dimensional arts and crafts used in an early childhood Steiner 
Waldorf setting, to support the holistic development of the young child.  

Principles in practice (Units 6 and 16)  

Within these units, the learner will be introduced to the essential teaching skills required when 
working in a Steiner Waldorf early childhood setting. The learner will have the opportunity to 
integrate their knowledge and understanding into their practice through Professional 
Placement in an early childhood setting. 

This qualification is made up of level 4 units, which should facilitate the learner’s progression 
to a stage whereby they are able to take responsibility for planning and developing their 
teaching practice, as well as being able to take initiative and lead others in the early childhood 
environment. Level 4 as defined by Ofqual. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-
handbook/section-e-design-and-development-of-qualifications#level-descriptors   

The learner….. The learner can….. 

Has practical, theoretical or technical 
knowledge and understanding of a subject 
or field of work to address problems that 
are well defined but complex and non-
routine. 

Can analyse, interpret and evaluate 
relevant information and ideas. 

Is aware of the nature of approximate 
scope of the area of study or work. 

Has an informed awareness of different 
perspectives or approaches within the area 
of study or work. 

Identify, adapt and use appropriate 
cognitive and practical skills to inform 
actions and address problems that are 
complex and non-routine while normally 
fairly well-defined. 

Review the effectiveness and 
appropriateness of methods, actions and 
results. 

1.4 What are the entry requirements? 

Equality of opportunity is a key and integral part of our vision. We aim to be a truly open, 
accessible and diverse organisation, and is committed to the principle of equality of 
opportunity in education. This qualification has been designed to provide access to anyone 
capable of achieving the required standards, without any unnecessary barriers to entry, 
access and progression. 

The awarding organisation does not determine the method of delivery for this qualification, 
and with this in mind the units have been designed for flexibility. Centres must ensure that 
learners have appropriate access to all resources listed in the units. Learners must also have 
access to an appropriate setting(s) for their Professional Placement. Blended learning can be 
utilised as a delivery approach for this qualification, as long as the sequence of delivery is 
structured so that the integration of the four thematic areas can enhance the value of the 
learner’s Professional Placement.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-handbook/section-e-design-and-development-of-qualifications#level-descriptors
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-handbook/section-e-design-and-development-of-qualifications#level-descriptors
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Guidelines for entry requirements are listed below: 

• learners must be at least 18 years of age  

• applicants for whom English is not the first language must be able to demonstrate 
that they are able to meet the requirements of this qualification  

• as part of the qualification involves a required Professional Placement, a Disclosure 
and Barring Service (DBS) check will be required for anyone working with children 

Perhaps as important as previous experience and academic accomplishments, are the 
qualities that each individual learner brings to their work. These are essential qualities 
required of prospective applicants, and include being a patient, empathetic, gentle and skilful 
role-model, who respects the dignity of each child. Also important, is the willingness to 
engage with the principles and practice of Steiner Waldorf pedagogy, and in addition, to 
demonstrate the willingness and skills necessary to give creative purpose and direction to the 
task of supporting children in their development.  

GCSE English and Maths at grade C or above (or equivalent) is a requirement for learners 
intending to work as Early Years Educators and be counted in the EYFS ratios. It is therefore 
advisable, but not mandatory, that learners applying for this qualification have achieved grade 
C in GCSE English and Maths (or equivalent). However if learners don’t intend to practice as 
early years educators upon completion of the qualification, their applications will be 
considered without the required GCSEs. Students will be signposted to appropriate GCSE 
qualifications during the course if required. 

1.5 What are the professional placement requirements? 

This qualification includes a required Professional Placement in an early years setting of at 
least 100 hours. This should be in a Steiner Waldorf early childhood setting, or a setting which 
is working out of a Steiner inspired ethos. This placement forms a central point of practical 
integration for the knowledge, understanding and skills developed over the course of the 
training. Centres are required to support learners with mentorship and observation whilst on 
Professional Placement.: 

1.6 What are the assessment methods? 

All units will be internally assessed using a range of assessment methods evidencing 
knowledge, understanding and skills. These contribute to a portfolio of evidence which 
includes assessment in the Professional Placement. 

Note: Plagiarism.  Plagiarism means claiming work to be your own which has been copied 
from someone or somewhere else. All the work you submit must be your own and not copied 
from anyone else unless you clearly reference the source of your information. If there is 
evidence that your work is copied from elsewhere, it will not be accepted and you may be 
subject to a disciplinary procedure 

Buying and selling assignments Offering to buy or sell assignments is not allowed. This 
includes using sites such as eBay. If this happens we reserve the right not to accept future 
entries from you 

1.7 What are the progression opportunities? 

Learners completing this qualification may proceed directly to work in a Steiner Waldorf Early 
Childhood setting as a group leader. As an NCTL approved qualification, which meets the 
Early Years Educator (2013) standards, this training also qualifies learners to work in 
mainstream early years settings. Learners could also progress to the Crossfields Institute 
Level 5 Diploma in Steiner Waldorf Early Childhood Studies – Leadership and Management  
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Section 2: Units 

Unit Layout 
 
For each unit the following material has been provided: 
 

Unit title  Provides a clear, concise explanation of the content of 
the unit. 

Unit number The unique number assigned by the owner of the unit 
(e.g.NCFE, Pearson). 

Unit reference  The unique reference number given to each unit at 
qualification approval by Ofqual. 

Unit level Denotes the level of the unit within the framework. 

Unit guided learning hours The average number of hours of supervised or directed 
study time or assessment required to achieve a 
qualification or unit of a qualification. 

Unit aim Provides a brief outline of the unit content. 

Learning outcome  A statement of what a learner will know, understand or 
be able to do, as a result of a process of learning. 

Assessment criteria A description of the requirements a learner must achieve 
to demonstrate that a learning outcome has been met. 

Additional delivery 
information* 

Provides integral delivery guidance for tutors delivering 
the unit.  
 

Additional assessment 
information* 

Provides general guidance for assessors including 
specific guidance relating to the assessment criteria and 
information to support learner achievement. 

Unit assessment guidance* 
 

Any additional guidance provided to support the 
assessment of the unit. 
 

 
* Additional delivery and assessment information, and unit assessment guidance may not be 
provided for all units. 
 





SWECS-L4-1 Unit 1: Steiner Waldorf Concept of Child Development: Birth to 3 Years 

Version 1.0 July 2021 13 

SWECS-L4-1 Unit 1: Steiner Waldorf Concept of 
Child Development: Birth to 3 Years 

 

Unit reference T/618/8013 Unit level 4 

  GLH 10 

Unit aim This unit introduces the learner to a comprehensive overview of the 
Steiner Waldorf approach to child development from birth to age 3 
years. It aims to develop the learner’s understanding of the Steiner 
Waldorf provision for pre-kindergarten care and their ability to identify 
signs of readiness for Kindergarten.  

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification  
 

1. Understand the 
Steiner Waldorf concept 
of holistic child 
development from birth 
to 3 years. 

1.1. Discuss the Steiner 
Waldorf concept of holistic 
child development from 
birth to 3 years. 

This includes Steiner’s viewpoint 
of the path to birth; development of 
walking, talking and thinking in the 
first 3 years; oppositional defiance 
at age 3. 
Children’s development patterns 
to include:  

• cognitive   

• speech, language and 
communication development   

• literacy and numeracy  

• physical  

• emotional   

• social  

• neurological and brain 
development  

2. Understand how to 
implement the Steiner 
Waldorf concept of 
holistic child 
development from birth 
to 3 years in practice 

2.1. Describe how to 
implement the Steiner 
Waldorf concept of holistic 
child development from 
birth to 3 years in practice. 

This includes: 

• Steiner Waldorf provision for 
day care: the intention and 
practice 

• Steiner Waldorf provision for 
Parent and Child Groups: the 

intention and practice 
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Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification  
 

2.2. Discuss signs of 
readiness for the transition 
to a Steiner Waldorf 
Kindergarten 

These might include the potential 
effects and how to prepare and 
support children through the 
following transitions and significant 
events:  

• entry into the Steiner Waldorf 
Kindergarten 

• moving school  

• starting and moving through 
day care 

• birth of a sibling 

• moving home  

• living outside the home 

• family breakdown  

• loss of significant people  

• moving between settings and 
carers. 

2.3. Discuss the 
significance of attachment 
theory in a Steiner Waldorf 
early childhood context. 

 

2.4. Outline approaches to 
the promotion of 
attachment in a Steiner 
Waldorf context. 

 

3. Be able to use self-
reflective practice to 
develop own 
understanding of the 
Steiner Waldorf 
approach to holistic 
child development from 
birth to 3 years. 

3.1. Use self-reflective 
practice to identify areas 
for further development in 
your own understanding of 
holistic child development 
from birth to 3 years. 

This could include reference to 
relevant contemporary 
research into child 
development in the first 3 
years. 

 

 
  



SWECS-L4-1 Unit 1: Steiner Waldorf Concept of Child Development: Birth to 3 Years 

Version 1.0 July 2021 15 

 

Additional delivery information for the unit: 

The main topics covered in this unit are:  
 

• pre-birth influences  

• birth to 3 years child development  

• environmental influences in the first 3 years 

• Steiner Waldorf provision for birth to 3 years 

• support for transitions.  
 
These will be addressed through a holistic, integrated approach to child development, which 
supports children through transitions in their lives, and incorporates the study of the Steiner 
Waldorf concept of physical, social, emotional, behavioural, cognitive, brain, neurological, 
spiritual, speech and language development of the child.  

 

Resources 

• Room facilities appropriate to a variety of group learning modes. 

• Course hand-outs and library resources. 

• Case study materials. 

• Audio-visual resources. 

• Access to IT facilities. 

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in this 
unit can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the individual 
learner’s holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain the 
expectation that critical thinking skills, understanding and application will develop 
progressively. 
 
Learners should primarily be assessed through written assignment and self-reflective 
accounts, although other assessment methods may be used to demonstrate the learner’s 
holistic development. 
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is 
carried out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 
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SWECS-L4-2 Unit 2: Steiner Waldorf Concept of 
Child Development: 3 to 5 Years  

 

Unit reference A/618/8014 Unit level 4 

  GLH 30 

Unit aim This unit introduces the learner to a comprehensive overview of 
the Steiner Waldorf concept of child development from 3 to 5 
years. It aims to support the learner’s understanding of this 
phase of childhood as the key stage for creative play. The unit 
introduces the learner to the Steiner Waldorf Early Years 
Educator’s role in holistically supporting this stage of child 
development.  
 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Understand the 
Steiner Waldorf concept 
of holistic child 
development from 3 to 
5 years. 

1.1. Discuss the Steiner 
Waldorf concept of holistic 
child development from 3 
to 5 years. 

This includes: Steiner Waldorf 
principles of ‘will’, imitation and 
example (including attachment); 
rhythm and repetition; care of the 
senses and creative play. 
 
Children’s development patterns to 
include:  

• cognitive   

• speech, language and 
communication development   

• literacy and numeracy  

• physical  

• emotional   

• social  

• neurological and brain 
development  

2. Be able to 
contextualise the 
Steiner Waldorf 
approach to holistic 
child development from 
3 to 5 years. 

2.1. Compare the Steiner 
Waldorf concept of holistic 
child development from 3 
to 5 years with the EYFS 
model  

 

2.2. Evaluate other 
significant theoretical 
perspectives in early 
childhood development 
from 3 to 5 years. 

This should include a minimum of 
two of the following:  
 

• Montessori (1870 – 1952) 

• Piaget (1896 – 1980) 

• Froebel (1782 – 1852) 

• Vygotsky (1896 – 1934). 
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Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

3. Understand how to 
implement the Steiner 
Waldorf concept of 
holistic child 
development from 3 to 
5 years in practice. 

3.1. Discuss how to 
implement the Steiner 
Waldorf concept of holistic 
child development from 3 
to 5 years in practice. 

This includes the implementation 
of the Steiner Waldorf concept of 
child development through the 
kindergarten curriculum, including 
principles of:  

• the will 

• imitation and example 

• rhythm and repetition 

• care of the senses  

• enabling creative play. 

3.2. Explain how to 
support the child through 
life transitions and 
significant events from 3 to 
5 years 

These might include the potential 
effects, and how to prepare and 
support children through the 
following transitions and significant 
events:  

• entry into the Steiner Waldorf 
Kindergarten 

• moving school  

• starting and moving through 
day care 

• birth of a sibling 

• moving home  

• living outside of the home 

• family breakdown  

• loss of significant people  

• moving between settings and 
carers. 

3.3. Evaluate strategies for 
the promotion of positive 
behaviour development 
from 3 to 5 years. 

This includes the Steiner Waldorf 
Kindergarten approach to enabling 
positive behaviour development 
including:  

• engagement of the will forces  

• establishment of good habits  

• imitation of positive example 

• protection of the nerve sense 
system 

• supporting the journey towards 
self-regulation. 

4. Be able to use self-
reflective practice to 
develop own 
understanding of 
holistic child 
development from 3 to 
5 years. 

4.1. Use self-reflective 
practice to identify areas 
for further development in 
your own understanding of 
holistic child development 
from 3 to 5 years. 

This includes contemporary 
research relevant to child 
development (3 to 5 years). 
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Resources 

• Room facilities appropriate to a variety of group learning modes. 

• Course hand-outs and library resources. 

• Case study materials. 

• Audio-visual resources. 

• Access to IT facilities. 

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in 
this unit can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the 
learner’s holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain the 
expectation that critical thinking skills, understanding and application will develop 
progressively. 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment and self-reflective 
accounts, although other assessment methods may be used to demonstrate the learner’s 
holistic development. These include oral presentation and child observation journal.  
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is 
carried out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 

  

Additional delivery information for the unit: 

The main topics covered in this unit are:  
 

• holistic child development: 3 to 5 years  

• creative play  

• enabling positive behaviour  

• Steiner Waldorf principles in practice.  
 
These will be addressed through a holistic, integrated approach to child development, 
which supports children through transitions in their lives, and incorporates the study of the 
Steiner Waldorf concept of physical, social, emotional, behavioural, cognitive, brain, 
neurological, spiritual, speech and language development of the child. Learners will also 
explore attachment, in relation to the 3 to 5 year old child, as well as being required to 
develop an understanding of the concepts of extending children’s learning and thinking, 
including sustained shared thinking. 
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SWECS-L4-3 Unit 3: Steiner Waldorf Concept of 
Child Development: 5 to 7 Years 

Unit reference F/618/8015 Unit level 4 

  GLH 30 

Unit aim This unit introduces the learner to a comprehensive overview of the 
Steiner Waldorf concept of child development from 5 to 7 years. This 
unit aims to engage the learner in understanding how to identify key 
signs of school readiness from the Steiner Waldorf viewpoint. It 
introduces the approach required of the Steiner Waldorf Early Years 
Educator to support the child’s holistic development from 5 to 7 years 
and their transition into school. 

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Understand the 
Steiner Waldorf 
concept of holistic child 
development from 5 to 
7 years. 

1.1. Discuss the Steiner 
Waldorf concept of 
holistic child development 
from 5 to 7 years. 

This includes significant changes in 
child development after age 5:  

• ability to self-regulate 

• changing relationship to the 
teacher, including the role of 
attachment 

• changes in play. 
 

Children’s development patterns 
to include:  

• cognitive   

• speech, language and 
communication development   

• literacy and numeracy  

• physical  

• emotional   

• social  

• neurological and brain 
development 

2. Be able to 
contextualise the 
Steiner Waldorf 
concept of holistic child 
development from 5 to 
7 years. 

2.1. Compare the Steiner 
Waldorf Kindergarten 
concept of holistic child 
development from 5 to 7 
years with National 
Curriculum expectations. 
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Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

2.2. Explain the Steiner 
Waldorf concept of 
holistic child development 
in the role of child support 
through life transitions 
from 5 to 7 years. 

This could include: 

• entry into the Steiner Waldorf 
Kindergarten 

• moving school  

• birth of a sibling 

• moving home  

• living outside of the home 

• family breakdown  

• loss of significant people  

• moving between settings and 
carers 

• starting and moving through day 
care.  

2.3. Evaluate strategies 
for the promotion of 
positive behaviour from 5 
to 7 years that are 
informed by the Steiner 
Waldorf concept of 
holistic child development 
from 5 to 7 years. 

 

3. Understand the 
Steiner Waldorf 
concept of school 
readiness. 
 

3.1. Analyse the Steiner 
Waldorf concept of 
school readiness. 

This includes Steiner’s theories of 
the completion of the first 7 year 
phase including: cognitive, 
emotional and physical 
developmental signs of readiness for 
class one. 

3.2. Contrast the Steiner 
Waldorf concept of 
school readiness with the 
current mainstream 
assessment of school 
readiness. 

This should include use of profiling 
assessment required by current 
legislation and regulation 

4. Understand how to 
implement the Steiner 
Waldorf concept of 
holistic child 
development from 5 to 
7 years. 
 

4.1. Discuss how to 
implement the Steiner 
Waldorf concept of 
holistic child development 
from 5 to 7 years in 
practice 

This includes: 

• the child moving from imitation 
to engaging with authority 

• appropriate activities for 5 to 7 
year olds, i.e. artistic and 
domestic activities. 

• ways of supporting children in 
the transition between 
kindergarten and school or other 
setting not based on Steiner 
principles 
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Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

5. Be able to use self-
reflective practice to 
develop own 
understanding of 
holistic child 
development from 5 to 
7 years. 

5.1. Use self-reflective 
practice to identify areas 
for further development in 
your own understanding 
of holistic child 
development from 5 to 7 
years. 

This includes contemporary 
research relevant to development in 
5 to 7 years. 

 

Additional delivery information for the unit: 

The main topics covered in this unit are:  
 

• Steiner Waldorf concept of supporting healthy child development from 5 to 7 years  

• contextualising the Steiner Waldorf concept of holistic child development from 5 to 7 
years 

• Steiner Waldorf concept of school readiness 

• implementing the Steiner Waldorf concept of holistic child development from 5 to 7 
years 

• using self-reflective practice to develop own understanding of holistic child development 
from 5 to 7 years 

• enabling positive behaviour.  
a.  

These will be addressed through a holistic, integrated approach to child development, which 
supports children through transitions in their lives, and incorporates the study of the Steiner 
Waldorf concept of physical, social, emotional, behavioural, cognitive, brain, neurological, 
spiritual, speech and language development of the child. Learners will also explore 
attachment in relation to the 5 to 7 year old child, as well as being required to develop an 
understanding of the concepts of extending children’s learning and thinking, including 
sustained shared thinking. 

 

Resources 

• Room facilities appropriate to a variety of group learning modes.  

• Course hand-outs and library resources.  

• Case study materials.  

• Audio-visual resources.  

• Access to IT facilities. 
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Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in 
this unit can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the 
individual learner’s holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain 
the expectation that critical thinking skills, understanding and application will develop 
progressively. 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment and self-reflective accounts 
although other assessment methods may be used to demonstrate the learner’s holistic 
development. These include tutor observed group discussion exercise, oral presentation 
and child observation journal. 
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is 
carried out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 
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SWECS-L4-4 Unit 4: Steiner Waldorf Early 
Childhood Education in the Context of the Steiner 
Waldorf Pedagogical Approach 

Unit reference L/618/8017 Unit level 4 

  GLH 10 

Unit aim This unit aims to support the learner in understanding the Steiner 
Waldorf Kindergarten approach, by considering it in the context of the 
full Steiner Waldorf curriculum and pedagogical approach from 7 to 18 
years. 

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Understand the 
relationship between 
the Steiner Waldorf 
early childhood 
educational approach 
and Steiner Waldorf 
pedagogical 
approaches post 7 
years. 

1.1. Explain the 
relationship between the 
Steiner Waldorf early 
childhood educational 
approach and Steiner 
Waldorf pedagogical 
approaches post 7 years. 

This includes the changing roles of 
kindergarten, middle and upper 
school teachers for children aged 7 
– 18 years 

2. Understand how the 
Steiner Waldorf 
concept of child and 
young adult 
development is applied 
in a Steiner Waldorf 
School. 

2.1. Identify how the 
Steiner Waldorf concept 
of child development 
from 7 to 14 years is 
applied in the Steiner 
Waldorf Middle School 
curriculum. 

This includes Steiner’s theories of 
child development and the 
connection to key aspects of the 
Steiner Waldorf School curriculum in 
the Middle and Upper School. 

2.2. Identify how the 
Steiner Waldorf concept 
of child development 
from 14 to 18 years is 
applied in the Steiner 
Waldorf Upper School 
curriculum. 

This includes Steiner’s theories of 
child development and the 
connection to key aspects of the 
Steiner Waldorf School curriculum in 
the Middle and Upper School. 

2.3. Explain the Steiner 
Waldorf approach to 
supporting the child’s 
transition to Upper 
School 
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Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

2.4. Explain Steiner 
Waldorf pedagogical 
approaches to the 
promotion of positive 
behaviour in children 
aged 7 to 18 years. 

This includes 

• the pastoral role of the class 
teacher in the Steiner Waldorf 
Middle school (11-14 years) 

• the pastoral role of the mentor in 
the Steiner Waldorf Upper 
school (14 -18 years). 

 

Additional delivery information for the unit: 

The main topics covered in this unit are:  
 

• Steiner Waldorf concept of development from 7 to 18 years 

• Steiner Waldorf concept of child and young adult development from 7 to 18 years, 
when applied in a Steiner Waldorf School 

• support for transitions into middle and upper school (7 to 14 years and 14 to18 years)  

• reflecting on the interrelationship between the different stages of the Steiner Waldorf 
School curriculum in supporting healthy child development 

• enabling positive behaviour  

• Steiner Waldorf School middle and upper school curriculum. 
 
These will be addressed through a holistic, integrated approach to child development, 
which supports children through transitions in their lives, and incorporates the study of the 
Steiner Waldorf concept of the development of the child. 

 

Resources 

• Room facilities appropriate to a variety of group learning modes.  

• Course hand-outs and library resources.  

• Case study materials.  

• Audio-visual resources.  

• Access to IT facilities. 

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in 
this unit can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the 
individual learner’s holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain 
the expectation that critical thinking skills, understanding and application will develop 
progressively. 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment and self-reflective 
accounts, although other assessment methods may be used to demonstrate the learner’s 
holistic development.  
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is 
carried out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 
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SWECS-L4-5 Unit 5: Steiner Waldorf Early 
Childhood Curriculum Activities 

Unit reference R/618/8018 Unit level 4 

  GLH 20 

Unit aim This unit introduces the learner to the knowledge and application of 
pedagogical, domestic and artistic activities within a Steiner Waldorf 
early childhood curriculum. 

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Understand Steiner 
Waldorf early childhood 
curriculum activities. 

1.1. Discuss Steiner 
Waldorf early childhood 
curriculum activities. 

These include the following: 

• circle time  

• music  

• storytelling  

• painting and drawing  

• domestic and artistic activities  

1.2. Explain how 
identified Steiner Waldorf 
early childhood 
curriculum activities 
contribute to a child’s 
holistic development. 

 

2. Understand how to 
implement Steiner 
Waldorf early childhood 
curriculum activities. 

2.1. Explain how to 
implement Steiner 
Waldorf early childhood 
curriculum activities. 

This includes the ability to present 
activities appropriate to the Steiner 
Waldorf Kindergarten 

3. Be able to use self-
reflective practice to 
develop own skills in 
delivering the Steiner 
Waldorf School early 
childhood curriculum. 

3.1. Use self-reflective 
practice to identify areas 
for further development 
in your own skills in 
delivering Steiner 
Waldorf early childhood 
curriculum activities. 
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Additional delivery information for the unit: 

The main topics covered in this unit are:  
 

• Steiner Waldorf early childhood curriculum activities including domestic and artistic 
activities  

• implementing Steiner Waldorf early childhood curriculum activities, including the use of 
the morning circle time, the role of music, storytelling and fairy tales, and puppetry  

• using self-reflective practice to develop own skills in delivering the Steiner Waldorf 
School early childhood curriculum. 

 
These should be addressed through a holistic, integrated approach to teaching and 
learning which supports the learner’s understanding of how Steiner Waldorf early childhood 
curriculum activities support healthy child development.  

 

Resources 

• Room facilities appropriate to a variety of group learning modes.  

• Course hand-outs and library resources.  

• Case study materials.  

• Audio-visual resources.  

• Access to IT facilities. 

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in 
this unit can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the 
individual learner’s holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain 
the expectation that critical thinking skills, understanding and application will develop 
progressively. 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment and self-reflective 
accounts, although other assessment methods may also be used to demonstrate the 
learner’s holistic development, such as tutor observed presentations with practical 
demonstration of resources and artefacts; written accounts of group evaluation and 
reflection exercises and tutor observed group discussion. 
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is 
carried out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 
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SWECS-L4-6 Unit 6: Steiner Waldorf Early 
Childhood Teaching Skills in Principle 

Unit reference Y/618/8019 Unit level 4 

  GLH 20 

Unit aim This unit introduces the learner to the essential teaching skills required 
in a Steiner Waldorf early childhood setting. 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Understand Steiner 
Waldorf early childhood 
teaching skills. 

1.1. Discuss teaching 
skills required of the 
Steiner Waldorf early 
childhood educator. 

This includes the significance of: 

• teacher’s speech and gesture 
in early childhood  

• the Steiner Waldorf approach 
to short, medium and long 
term planning appropriate to 
stage of development and the 
individual child 

• the value of mixed age groups  

• the role of self-reflective 
practice. 

 
This also includes meeting Early 
Years Educator standards of: 

• understanding when a child is 
in need of support 

• how to set up and maintain 
safe and appropriate 
environments for young 
children 

• how to ensure a healthy 
balance between adult-initiated 
and child-initiated activities, 
encouraging children’s 
participation  

• how to model and promote the 
positive behaviour expected of 
children  

• how the enabling environment 
is a fundamental principle of 
Steiner Waldorf early 
childhood education 

• how to develop and maintain 
the learning environment in 
ways appropriate to individual 
ages, stages and needs an 
unhurried approach. 
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Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

2. Understand the 
Steiner Waldorf 
Kindergarten approach 
to child observation. 

2.1. Outline the Steiner 
Waldorf Kindergarten 
approach to child 
observation. 

This includes: 
• the distinctive aspects of the 

Steiner Waldorf approach to 
child observation which must 
include the physical, 
emotional, cognitive and 
spiritual development of the 
child 

• the use of the Steiner Waldorf 
“child observation” and ‘child 
study’ in the context of 
formative and summative 
assessment. 

2.2. Explain how to carry 
out appropriate child 
observation procedures. 

 

3. Understand the 
Steiner Waldorf 
approach to early years 
assessment in the 
context of the current 
regulatory assessment 
requirements. 

3.1. Compare the Steiner 
Waldorf early years 
approach to child studies 
with current regulatory 
requirements 

This includes: 

• the EYFS profile assessment  

• the use of formative 
assessment  

• the use of summative 
assessment. 

 

4. Understand the role 
of continuous 
professional 
development in the 
early childhood 
teaching context. 

4.1. Discuss how 
continuous professional 
development could 
support your own early 
childhood teaching skills. 

This includes the value of self-
reflective practice 
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Additional delivery information for the unit: 

The main topics covered in this unit are:  
 

• Steiner Waldorf early childhood teaching skills, including planning the Steiner Waldorf 
School Early Childhood Curriculum, celebration of festivals, speech and gesture in 
early childhood and mixed age groups 

• implementing Steiner Waldorf early childhood teaching skills in practice  

• Steiner Waldorf Kindergarten approach to child observation and assessment 
procedures 

• Steiner Waldorf approach to early years assessment in the context of the EYFS, 
including formative and summative assessment  

• importance of continuous professional development in the early childhood teaching 
context. 

 
These should be addressed through a holistic, integrated approach to teaching and 
learning which supports the integration of the learner’s developing knowledge into practice.  

 
 

Resources 

• Room facilities appropriate to a variety of group learning modes.  

• Course hand-outs and library resources.  

• Case study materials.  

• Audio-visual resources.  

• Access to IT facilities. 

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in 
this unit can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the 
individual learner’s holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain 
the expectation that critical thinking skills, understanding and application will develop 
progressively. 
 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment and self-reflective 
accounts, although other assessment methods may be used to demonstrate the learner’s 
holistic development.  
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is 
carried out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 
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SWECS-L4-7 Unit 7: Working in Partnership with 
Others in a Steiner Waldorf Setting 

Unit reference L/618/8020 Unit level 4 

  GLH 10 

Unit aim This unit introduces the learner to ways of working in partnership with 
parents, families, carers and colleagues in a Steiner Waldorf context. 

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Understand the 
Steiner Waldorf 
approach to forming 
partnerships with 
parents, families and 
carers in the early 
childhood setting. 

1.1. Outline the value of 
forming partnerships with 
parents, families and 
carers. 

This includes benefits of positive 
relationships between educator and 
child in supporting the healthy 
development of the child. 

1.2. Outline approaches to 
forming partnerships with 
parents, families and 
carers in a Steiner Waldorf 
early childhood setting. 

This might include the role of:  

• parents’ evenings  

• parent and child interviews  

• home visits  

• festival celebrations with parents 
and child 

• parenting courses 

• personal and interpersonal 
skills. 

 
Identifying opportunities in the above 
for the following: 

• how and when information about 
children’s well-being, 
development and learning can 
be shared between teacher and 
families 

• encouraging parents and carers 
to take an active role in child’s 
play, learning and development 

• encouraging parents, families 
and carers to take an active role 
in promoting the well-being of 
children. 

2. Understand the role 
of maintaining 
partnerships with 
colleagues in the early 
childhood setting. 

2.1. Outline the value of 
forming partnerships with 
colleagues. 

This includes: 

• benefits of positive relationships 
between teachers and other 
professionals to the healthy 
development of the child.  

2.2. Outline how to form 
partnerships with 

This includes: 

• personal and interpersonal skills  
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Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

colleagues in a Steiner 
Waldorf setting. 

• awareness of the partnerships 
involved in supporting the 
healthy development of the 
child. 

• understanding of the four 
temperaments 

3. Understand 
approaches to conflict 
resolution in the 
workplace. 

3.1. Discuss approaches 
to conflict resolution within 
the workplace. 

This includes personal and 
interpersonal skills required. 

 

Additional delivery information for the unit: 

The main topics covered in this unit are:  
 

• Steiner Waldorf approach to forming partnerships with parents, families and carers in the 
early childhood setting 

• maintaining effective partnerships with colleagues in the early childhood setting 

• approaches to effective resolution of conflict in the workplace. 
 
These should be addressed through an integrated approach to teaching and learning which 
supports the learner’s holistic development as a Steiner Waldorf Early Years Educator. 
  
 

Resources 

• Room facilities appropriate to a variety of group learning modes.  

• Course hand-outs and library resources.  

• Case study materials.  

• Audio-visual resources.  

• Access to IT facilities. 

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in this 
unit can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the individual 
learner’s holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain the expectation 
that critical thinking skills, understanding and application will develop progressively. 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment, self-reflective accounts and a 
portfolio of work-based evidence, although other assessment methods may be used to 
demonstrate the learner’s holistic development.  
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is 
carried out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 
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SWECS-L4-8 Unit 8: Introduction to Rudolf 
Steiner’s Life and Ideas 

Unit reference R/618/8021 Unit level 4 

  GLH 30 

Unit aim This unit aims to support the learner’s developing understanding of the 
Steiner Waldorf early childhood approach, by exploring some of the 
founding principles of Steiner Waldorf education. It introduces the 
learner to Rudolf Steiner’s philosophy, biography, initiatives and 
indications for contemplative practice, in order to contextualise 
contemporary approaches to Steiner Waldorf early childhood 
education and care.  

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Understand key 
concepts of Rudolf 
Steiner’s philosophy. 

1.1. Describe key concepts 
of Rudolf Steiner’s 
philosophy. 

These concepts include Steiner’s 
theories of:  

• evolution of consciousness  

• reincarnation  

• path to birth  

• karma  

• three-fold and four-fold human 
being  

1.2. Describe Rudolf 
Steiner’s principles of 
pedagogical practice. 

This includes the foundation and 
intention of Steiner Waldorf education. 

2. Understand key 
events in Rudolf 
Steiner’s biography. 

2.1. Describe key events in 
Rudolf Steiner’s biography. 

 

2.2. Discuss initiatives 
developed by Rudolf 
Steiner. 

This includes at least three from the 
following:  

• eurythmy and the arts  

• anthroposophic medicine  

• therapeutic practice  

• agriculture  

• social initiatives. 

3. Be able to use self-
reflective practice to 
develop an 
understanding of 
Rudolf Steiner’s life and 
ideas. 

3.1. Use self-reflective 
practice to identify areas 
for further development in 
your own understanding of 
Rudolf Steiner’s life and 
ideas. 
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Additional delivery information for the unit: 

The content of this unit will include the following topics:  
 

• key concepts of Rudolf Steiner’s philosophy, including his initiatives and principles for 
understanding humanity 

• key events in Rudolf Steiner’s biography 

• using self-reflective practice to develop an understanding of Rudolf Steiner’s life and ideas, 
engaging with his philosophy in a personally independent way. 

 
These should be addressed through an integrated approach to teaching and learning which 
supports the learner’s understanding of the Steiner Waldorf approach to education and human 
development.  

 

Resources 

• Room facilities appropriate to a variety of group learning modes.  

• Course hand-outs and library resources.  

• Case study materials.  

• Audio-visual resources.  

• Access to IT facilities. 

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in this 
unit can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the individual 
learner’s holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain the expectation 
that critical thinking skills, understanding and application will develop progressively. 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment and self-reflective accounts, 
although other assessment methods may be used to demonstrate the learner’s holistic 
development. These include: practical presentation, portfolio of work based evidence and 
witness statement.  
  
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is 
carried out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 
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SWECS-L4-9 Unit 9: Current Trends in Early 
Childhood Education 

Unit reference Y/618/8022 Unit level 4 

  GLH 20 

Unit aim This unit introduces the learner to current trends in early childhood 
education. 

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Understand current 
trends in early 
childhood care and 
education. 

1.1. Discuss current trends 
in early childhood 
education. 

This includes:  

• the Early Years Foundation Stage 

• range of strategies for developing 
early literacy and mathematics 

• early introduction to systematic 
synthetic phonics  

• early school entry  

• technology  

• use of assessment. 

2. Understand how the 
Steiner Waldorf early 
childhood practice is 
responding to 
contemporary early 
years care and 
education 
requirements.  

2.1. Evaluate how Steiner 
Waldorf early childhood 
practice is responding to 
contemporary early years 
care and education 
requirements.  

This includes exemptions from certain 
EYFS learning goals and assessment 
procedures and rationale for 
requesting exemptions. 

2.2. Discuss how Steiner 
Waldorf early childhood 
practice prepares children 
for literacy and numeracy 

 

3. Be able to use self-
reflective practice to 
develop own 
understanding of 
current trends in early 
childhood education. 

3.1. Reflect on your own 
understanding of current 
trends in early childhood 
education. 
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Additional delivery information for the unit: 

The main topics covered in this unit are:  
 

• current trends in early childhood care and education, including the Early Years Foundation 
Stage (EYFS)  

• contemporary research relating to early childhood development  

• how the Steiner Waldorf Kindergarten practice is responding to contemporary early years 
care and education issues  

• using self-reflective practice to develop understanding of current trends in early childhood 
education. 

 
These should be addressed through an integrated approach to teaching and learning which 
supports the learner’s holistic understanding of contemporary early years good practice.  

 

Resources 

• Room facilities appropriate to a variety of group learning modes.  

• Course hand-outs and library resources.  

• Case study materials.  

• Audio-visual resources.  

• Access to IT facilities. 

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in this unit 
can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the individual learner’s 
holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain the expectation that 
critical thinking skills, understanding and application will develop progressively. 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment and self-reflective accounts, 
although other assessment methods may be used to demonstrate the learner’s holistic 
development. These include: practical presentation; expert witness statement and literature 
review. 
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is carried 
out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 
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SWECS-L4-10 Unit 10: Anti-discriminatory and 
Inclusive Practices in the Steiner Waldorf Early 
Years Setting 

Unit reference D/618/8023 Unit level 4 

  GLH 10 

Unit aim This unit introduces the learner to anti-discriminatory and inclusive 
practices in Steiner Waldorf early childhood settings. 
 

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Understand 
legislation relevant to 
anti-discriminatory and 
inclusive practices in 
early childhood 
settings. 

1.1. Identify legislation 
relevant to anti-
discriminatory and inclusive 
practices in early childhood 
settings. 

 

1.2. Analyse the principles 
of anti-discriminatory 
practices and inclusivity. 

 

2. Understand how to 
implement anti-
discriminatory and 
inclusive practices in 
early childhood 
settings. 

2.1. Explain how to 
implement anti-
discriminatory and inclusive 
practice in Steiner Waldorf 
early childhood settings. 

This includes how to promote and 
implement equality of opportunity and 
anti-discriminatory practice forming 
relationships with children and adults. 

3. Understand the 
Steiner Waldorf 
approach to anti-
discriminatory and 
inclusive practices. 

3.1. Compare the distinctive 
aspects of the Steiner 
Waldorf approach to anti-
discriminatory and inclusive 
practices with contemporary 
approaches. 

This should include reference to:  

• Steiner’s concept of a ‘Universal 
Humanity’2  

• the Steiner concept of ethical 
individuality 

• identification of how policies and 
procedures can be implemented 
within a Steiner Waldorf 
Kindergarten. 

 
  

 

 

2 Steiner, R (1990) The Universal Human: The Evolution of Individuality; Anthroposophic Press 
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Additional delivery information for the unit: 

The main topics covered in this unit are:  
 

• legislation relevant to anti-discriminatory and inclusive practices in early childhood settings 

• implementing anti-discriminatory and inclusive practices in early childhood settings 

• Steiner Waldorf approach to anti-discriminatory and inclusive practices. 
 
These should be addressed through an integrated approach to teaching and learning which 
supports the learner’s holistic understanding of contemporary early years good practice.  

 

Resources 

• Room facilities appropriate to a variety of group learning modes.  

• Course hand-outs and library resources.  

• Case study materials.  

• Audio-visual resources.  

• Access to IT facilities. 

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in this unit 
can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the individual learner’s 
holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain the expectation that critical 
thinking skills, understanding and application will develop progressively. 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment and self-reflective accounts 
although other assessment methods may be used to demonstrate the learner’s holistic 
development. These include: practical presentation, expert witness statement and literature 
review.  
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is carried 
out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 
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SWECS-L4-11 Unit 11: Welfare Requirements in the 
Steiner Waldorf Early Years Setting 

Unit reference H/618/8024 Unit level 4 

  GLH 10 

Unit aim This unit introduces the learner to welfare requirements in an early 
childhood Steiner Waldorf setting, and their application. 

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Understand legal 
requirements, 
guidance, policies and 
procedures for keeping 
children safe in an early 
childhood setting. 

1.1. Explain welfare, health 
and safety and safeguarding 
requirements in an early 
childhood setting. 

This includes the legal requirements, 
guidance, policies and procedures for 
health and safety, security, confidentiality 
of information, safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of children. 

1.2. Analyse how welfare, 
health and safety and 
safeguarding requirements 
keep children safe in an 
early childhood setting. 

This includes the role of the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (DSL) the importance 
of early reporting, risk management and 
risk assessment 

1.3. Explain record keeping 
and reporting requirements 
in an early childhood setting. 

This includes the importance of accurate 
and coherent records with an 
understanding safeguarding and 
confidentiality requirements 

1.4. Analyse how record 
keeping and reporting 
requirements keep children 
safe in an early childhood 
setting. 

This includes an understanding of 
confidentiality, procedures for reporting 
safeguarding concerns, and procedures 
regarding accidents and emergencies. 

1.5. Explain the legal 
responsibilities of own role 
in keeping children safe. 

This includes training, CPD, requirements 
and relationships with parents, 
requirements and relationships with other 
professionals 

2. Understand how to 
implement 
requirements to keep 
children safe in an early 
childhood setting. 

2.1. Explain how to 
implement welfare, health 
and safety and safeguarding 
requirements in an early 
childhood setting. 

This includes how to identify and act upon 
own responsibilities in relation to health 
and safety, security, confidentiality of 
information, safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of children. 
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Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

2.2. Assess areas of risk in 
an early childhood setting. 

This includes how to carry out risk 
assessment and risk management in line 
with policies and procedures. It should 
include an example of a risk assessment 
created by the student for a childcare 
setting 

2.3. Evaluate approaches to 
managing risk. 

This includes consideration of healthy and 
appropriate opportunities for developing 
resilience and awareness of risk in children 

2.4 Explain roles and 
responsibilities of all 
partners in safeguarding 
children 

This to include the roles and 
responsibilities of the different 
organisations that may be involved in 
keeping children safe (e.g. local authority, 
GP and healthcare professionals, social 
workers, care agencies). It should also 
include an understanding of when 
enquiries and serious case reviews are 
required, and how sharing the findings of 
these informs practice. 

2.5. Explain how to maintain 
confidentiality and the rights 
of children and their carers 
in an early childhood setting. 

This includes the rights of children and 
their carers in situations where harm or 
abuse is suspected or alleged 

2.6. Maintain required 
records in an early 
childhood setting. 

This includes  

• data protection and privacy legislation 
(GDPR) including information sharing 
and handling and confidentiality 

• safeguarding records and reporting 
requirements 

• unprofessional conduct reports and 
records 

• medication requirements 

• special dietary needs 

• health and safety, and security records 

• accidents 

• daily registers. 

3. Understand how to 
respond to concerns or 
evidence that a child 
has been abused or 
harmed. 

3.1. Describe possible signs, 
symptoms and behaviours 
that may indicate that a child 
is being abused or harmed. 

Types of abuse include: 

• domestic 

• neglect 

• physical 

• emotional 

• sexual. 
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Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

3.2. Give an account of the 
actions that must be taken if 
harm or abuse of a child is 
indicated or alleged, in line 
with relevant policies and 
procedures. 

reference to procedures and   records 
required in an early years setting 

4. Be able to support 
the health and well-
being of children in an 
early childhood setting 
using a Steiner Waldorf 
approach. 

4.1. Explain procedures for 
prevention and control of 
infection in an early 
childhood setting. 

This includes:  

• hand washing 

• hygiene 

• dealing with spillages safely 

• safe disposal of waste 

• using correct personal protective 
equipment 

• and how these are incorporated into 
the rhythms of the kindergarten.  

 
This should also include knowledge of 
common childhood illnesses, immunisation 
and an awareness of infectious diseases 
and exclusion periods for these. 

4.2. Discuss factors 
affecting children’s health 
and well-being which must 
be taken into account by the 
early childhood Steiner 
Waldorf educator. 

Including: 

• contemporary environmental 
influences 

• nutrition 

• influences of the home environment 

• role of the parent 

• role of the Steiner Waldorf early 
childhood educator 

• contemporary approaches to early 
childhood care and education 

4.3. Describe the 
responsibilities of the early 
childhood Steiner Waldorf 
educator in supporting 
children’s health and well-
being in an early childhood 
setting. 

This includes consideration of promoting 
healthy lifestyles and well-being through: 

• rhythm and repetition 

• care and protection of the nerve-sense 
system 

• leading by example/role-modelling 

• opportunities for creative play 

• an unhurried approach 

• encouraging parents and/or carers to 
take an active role. 
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Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

4.4. Carry out care routines 
suitable for the stage of 
development for a child 
using a Steiner Waldorf 
approach. 

This includes physical care, routines for 
prevention and control of infection and how 
these routines are integrated into the 
rhythm of the Steiner Waldorf early 
childhood setting. This assessment 
criteria must be assessed whilst the 
learner is on professional placement, 
and not through scenario or case study 

 

Additional delivery information for the unit: 

The main topics covered in this unit are:  
 

• EYFS requirements for safeguarding and welfare policies and procedures in an early childhood 
education setting, including health and safety, security, confidentiality of information, safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of children  

• implementing requirements for safeguarding and welfare in an early childhood Steiner Waldorf 
setting 

• welfare requirements in an early childhood Steiner Waldorf setting. 
 
These should be addressed through an integrated approach to teaching and learning, which supports 
the learner’s holistic understanding of child welfare, child protection and health and safety 
requirements within the Steiner Waldorf Early Childhood setting.  

 

Resources 

• Room facilities appropriate to a variety of group learning modes.  

• Course hand-outs and library resources.  

• Case study materials.  

• Audio-visual resources.  

• Access to IT facilities. 

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in this unit can be 
demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the individual learner’s holistic 
development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain the expectation that critical thinking skills, 
understanding and application will develop progressively. 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment; self-reflective accounts; case study; 
expert witness statement and / or tutor observation although other assessment methods may be used 
to demonstrate the learner’s holistic development. This includes a literature review.  
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is carried out 
internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 
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SWECS-L4-12 Unit 12: Principles and Practices of 
Inspection in a Steiner Waldorf Early Years Setting 

Unit reference K/618/8025 Unit level 4 

  GLH 10 

Unit aim This unit introduces the learner to principles and practices of 
inspection and recognition in an early childhood Steiner Waldorf 
setting. 

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Understand 
requirements and 
process of inspection in 
an early childhood 
Steiner Waldorf setting. 

1.1. Explain requirements 
and process of Ofsted 
inspection in an early 
childhood Steiner Waldorf 
setting. 

Includes requirements of security, data 
protection and confidentiality, 
processes for observation and 
assessing, planning, records and 
reports. 

2. Understand how to 
bring into practice the 
requirements of 
inspection bodies in an 
early childhood Steiner 
Waldorf setting. 

2.1. Explain how to prepare 
for an Ofsted inspection 

 

3. Understand the 
benefits of early years 
sector recognition to 
the Steiner Waldorf 
Kindergarten.  

3.1. Evaluate the benefits of 
early years Ofsted 
registration. 

 

3.2. Evaluate the benefits of 
recognition by relevant 
Steiner Waldorf 
organisations.  
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Additional delivery information for the unit: 

The main topics covered in this unit are:  
 

• requirements and process of Ofsted inspection in an early childhood Steiner Waldorf setting 

• implementing requirements and processes of inspection in an early childhood Steiner Waldorf 
setting 

• benefits to the Steiner Waldorf Kindergarten of early years sector recognition requirements. 
 
These should be addressed through an integrated approach to teaching and learning which 
supports the learner’s holistic understanding of contemporary early years good practice.  

 

Resources 

• Room facilities appropriate to a variety of group learning modes.  

• Course hand-outs and library resources.  

• Case study materials.  

• Audio-visual resources.  

• Access to IT facilities. 

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in this unit can 
be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the individual learner’s holistic 
development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain the expectation that critical thinking 
skills, understanding and application will develop progressively. 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment and self-reflective accounts 
although other assessment methods may be used to demonstrate the learner’s holistic 
development. These include: portfolio of work-based evidence and literature review.  
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is carried out 
internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 
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SWECS-L4-13 Unit 13: Performance Art in a 
Steiner Waldorf Early Years Setting 

Unit reference M/618/8026 Unit level 4 

  GLH 30 

Unit aim This unit introduces the learner to specified performance arts including 
eurythmy, music and speech, which are used in an early childhood 
Steiner Waldorf setting. 

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Know the role of 
specified performance 
arts in an early 
childhood Steiner 
Waldorf setting. 

1.1. Analyse the role of 
specified performance arts 
in an early childhood Steiner 
Waldorf setting. 

This includes the use of:  

• eurythmy 

• Steiner’s principles of the mood of 
the fifth and pentatonic music 

• speech as a performing art. 
 
This also includes how these 
performing arts contribute to children’s 
holistic development of:  
• speech, language and 

communication 

• personal, social and emotional 
development 

• physical development. 

2. Understand how to 
implement specified 
performance arts in an 
early childhood Steiner 
Waldorf setting. 

2.1. Consider how to 
implement specified 
performance arts in an early 
childhood Steiner Waldorf 
setting. 

This includes implementation of: 

• eurythmy 

• music  

• speech. 

3. Be able to use self-
reflective practice to 
develop engagement 
with performance arts 
relevant to a Steiner 
Waldorf early childhood 
setting. 

3.1. Reflect on your own 
engagement with 
performance arts relevant to 
a Steiner Waldorf early 
childhood setting, identifying 
areas for development. 
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Additional delivery information for the unit: 

The main topics covered in this unit are:  
 

• role of specified performance arts in an early childhood Steiner Waldorf setting, including 
eurythmy and music  

• implementing specified performance arts in an early childhood Steiner Waldorf setting, 
including the practice of eurythmy, the mood of the fifth and the introduction to the lyre 

• using self-reflective practice to develop engagement with performance arts relevant to a 
Steiner Waldorf early childhood setting. 

 
These should be addressed through an integrated approach to teaching and learning, which 
supports the learner’s practical understanding of the role of performance art in a Steiner Waldorf 
early childhood setting. 

 

Resources 

• Room facilities appropriate to a variety of group learning modes.  

• Course hand-outs and library resources.  

• Case study materials.  

• Audio-visual resources.  

• Access to IT facilities. 

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in this unit 
can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the individual learner’s 
holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain the expectation that critical 
thinking skills, understanding and application will develop progressively. 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment and self-reflective accounts, 
although other assessment methods may be used to demonstrate the learner’s holistic 
development. These include: practical demonstration and witness statement.  
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is carried 
out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 
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SWECS-L4-14 Unit 14: Two-Dimensional Art in a 
Steiner Waldorf Early Childhood Setting 

Unit reference T/618/8027 Unit level 4 

  GLH 30 

Unit aim This unit introduces the learner to specified two-dimensional arts, 
including painting and drawing, in an early childhood Steiner Waldorf 
setting. 

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Understand the role 
of two-dimensional art 
including painting and 
drawing in the Steiner 
Waldorf early childhood 
curriculum. 

1.1. Identify ways in which 
two dimensional art 
including painting and 
drawing can be 
incorporated into the 
Steiner Waldorf early 
childhood curriculum. 

 

1.2. Discuss Steiner’s 
theory of evolving 
consciousness as 
expressed in the drawings 
of early childhood. 

 

1.3. Reflect on the value of 
two-dimensional art 
including painting and 
drawing in early childhood. 

 

2. Be able to engage 
with the techniques of 
two-dimensional art 
including wet on wet 
painting and crayon 
drawing. 

2.1. Demonstrate 
engagement with the 
techniques of two-
dimensional art including 
wet on wet painting and 
crayon drawing. 

 

3. Be able to reflect on 
own engagement with 
two-dimensional arts 
relevant to Steiner 
Waldorf early 
childhood. 

3.1. Reflect on your own 
engagement with two-
dimensional arts including 
wet on wet painting and 
crayon drawing, identifying 
further areas for 
development. 
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Additional delivery information for the unit: 

The main topics covered in this unit are:  
 

• engaging with the techniques of two-dimensional art including wet on wet painting and 
crayon drawing 

• role of two-dimensional art including painting and drawing in the Steiner Waldorf early 
childhood curriculum 

• reflecting on own engagement with two-dimensional arts relevant to Steiner Waldorf early 
childhood. 

 
These should be addressed through an integrated approach to teaching and learning, which 
supports the learner’s practical understanding of the role of  
two-dimensional art in a Steiner Waldorf early childhood setting.  

 

Resources 

• Room facilities appropriate to a variety of group learning modes.  

• Steiner Waldorf pedagogically approved painting and drawing materials.  

• Course hand-outs and library resources.  

• Case study materials. Audio-visual resources.  

• Access to IT facilities. 

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in this unit 
can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the individual learner’s 
holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain the expectation that critical 
thinking skills, understanding and application will develop progressively. 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment with illustration and self-
reflective accounts, although other assessment methods may be used to demonstrate the 
learner’s holistic development. These include: practical demonstration, creation of artefact and 
oral presentation. 
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is carried 
out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 
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SWECS-L4-15 Unit 15: Art and Craft in a Steiner 
Waldorf Early Childhood Setting 

Unit reference A/618/8028 Unit level 4 

  GLH 30 

Unit aim This unit introduces the learner to specified arts and crafts used in an 
early childhood Steiner Waldorf setting, including basket making, 
handwork, fleece work and felting. 

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Understand how to 
implement handwork 
and crafts in a Steiner 
Waldorf early childhood 
setting. 

1.1. Explain how to 
implement handwork and 
craft skills in a Steiner 
Waldorf early childhood 
setting. 

These might include: 

• willow work 

• fleece work 

• felting 

• handwork.  
 

2. Be able to engage 
with specified 
handwork and crafts.  

2.1. Demonstrate the 
ability to engage with 
specified handwork and 
crafts. 

These might include: 

• willow work 

• fleece work 

• felting  

• handwork. 

• woodwork 

3. Be able to use self-
reflective practice to 
support development of 
own skills in specified 
arts and crafts. 

3.1. Reflect on your own 
engagement and skills in 
specified arts and crafts, 
identifying areas for further 
development. 

These might include: 

• willow work 

• fleece work 

• felting 

• handwork. 
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Additional delivery information for the unit: 

The main topics covered in this unit are:  
 

• engaging with specified handwork and crafts including willow work, crochet, sewing and 
knitting, fleece work, plant dyeing and felting 

• implementing specified handwork and crafts in a Steiner Waldorf early childhood setting 

• using self-reflective practice to support development of own skills in specified arts and 
crafts. 

 
These should be addressed through an integrated approach to teaching and learning, which 
supports the learner’s practical understanding of the role of art and craft in a Steiner Waldorf 
early childhood setting.  

 

Resources 

• Room facilities appropriate to a variety of group learning modes.  

• Materials for craft work including willow work, fleece work, felting and handwork.  

• Course hand-outs and library resources.  

• Case study materials.  

• Audio-visual resources.  

• Access to IT facilities. 

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in this unit 
can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the individual learner’s 
holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain the expectation that critical 
thinking skills, understanding and application will develop progressively. 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through creation of artefacts, written assignment and self-
reflective accounts, although other assessment methods may be used to demonstrate the 
learner’s holistic development. These include: practical demonstration, creation of artefact and 
oral presentation.   
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is carried 
out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 
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SWECS-L4-16 Unit 16: Steiner Waldorf Early 
Childhood Teaching Skills in Practice 

Unit reference F/618/8029 Unit level 4 

  GLH 10 

Unit aim This unit aims to develop the learner’s practical skills in the context of 
Steiner Waldorf early childhood care. The learner will have the 
opportunity to integrate their knowledge and understanding into their 
practice through Professional Placement in the early years setting. 

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Be able to assess 
child development 
using a Steiner Waldorf 
approach. 

1.1. Understand Steiner 
Waldorf approach to child 
assessment.  

This should include an understanding 
of: 

• summative assessment (child 
study). Child Study involves 
analysis of all observation 
reports around an individual 
child. It involves a 
collaborative collegial 
analysis, with contributions 
from Steiner Waldorf early 
years educators as well as 
relevant professionals 

 

• includes formative 
assessment (child 
observation). 

 

• this should include the roles 
of observation, assessment 
and child study in identifying 
the need for additional 
support. Should include 
possible factors that 
contribute to the need for 
additional support 
(environmental, health and 
wellbeing, developmental, 
transitions and important 
events). 

1.2. Carry out an 
observation of an 
individual child using a 
Steiner Waldorf approach. 

1.3. Assess when a child is 
in need of additional 
support. 

2. Be able to plan 
experiences which 
support holistic learning 
and development using 
a Steiner Waldorf 
approach. 

2.1. Create lesson plans 
which support holistic 
learning and development 
using a Steiner Waldorf 
approach. 

To include the learning and 
development areas of current early 
education curriculum requirements:  

• communication and language 
(extending vocabulary, language 
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Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

structure, and dialogue, for 
example)  

• physical development  

• personal, social and emotional 
development  

• literacy  

• mathematics  

• understanding the world  

• expressive arts and design 
 
And must also include: 

• circle time  

• music  

• storytelling  

• painting and drawing  

• domestic and artistic activities  

3. Be able to create an 
environment which 
supports holistic child 
development using a 
Steiner Waldorf 
approach. 

3.1. Create an 
environment which 
supports holistic child 
development using a 
Steiner Waldorf approach. 

This includes creating an enabling 
environment that has order and 
beauty 

3.2. Create an 
environment in which adult 
initiated and child initiated 
activities are balanced. 

This includes encouraging children’s 
participation and an awareness of the 
role of rhythm and repetition in this 
balance 
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Additional delivery information for the unit: 

The main topics covered in this unit are:  
 

• assessing child development using a Steiner Waldorf approach, including the role of child 
observation in assessment and the use of formative and summative assessment 

• being able to use the Steiner Waldorf approach to the child study  

• being able to assess a child to determine when they are in need of additional support 

• the ability to plan experiences which support holistic learning and development, using a 
Steiner Waldorf approach. This includes circle time, the use of music, storytelling, painting, 
domestic and artistic activities  

• plan experiences which support holistic learning and development using a Steiner Waldorf 
approach 

• being able to provide experiences which support holistic learning and development, using a 
Steiner Waldorf approach (this includes communication and language, physical 
development, personal, social and emotional development, literacy, mathematics, 
understanding the world, expressive arts and design), and awareness of how these 
activities provide experiences, which extend learning and promote the development of 
sustained shared thinking  

• being able to create an environment which supports holistic child development using a 
Steiner Waldorf approach, which includes creating an environment which has order and 
beauty, and encourages self-regulation, rhythm and repetition, imitation and example (role-
modelling), guidance of will forces, and the protection of the child’s nerve-sense system. 

 
These should be addressed through an integrated approach to teaching and learning which 
supports the learner’s holistic development towards becoming a Steiner Waldorf Early Years 
Educator.  

 

Resources 

• Access to Professional Placement at a Steiner Waldorf Early Childhood setting 

• Hand-outs 

• Access to library facilities 

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

As this unit is primarily assessed whilst the learner is on Professional Placement, evidence will 
be primarily generated through tutor observed practice, expert witness statements, portfolio of 
work-based evidence and reflective journal. Other assessment methods may be used to 
demonstrate the learner’s holistic development.  
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is carried 
out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 
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SWECS-L4-17 Unit 17: Inner Development  

Unit reference T/618/8030 Unit level 4 

  GLH 50 

Unit aim This unit builds on the learning undertaken as part of Unit 8 to develop 
the learner’s understanding of the importance of self-reflection and the 
inner development and spiritual path of the adult as a core pillar of 
pedagogical practice. It supports knowledge and skills development in 
this area and the learner to develop their awareness and capacity as a 
role model. As imitation and example is the foundation for effective 
practice of the Steiner Waldorf Early Years Practitioner, the openness 
of the learner to explore this and to put knowledge into practice 
underpins all other units. 

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Know Steiner’s ideas 
and selected 
contemporary theories 
on the self or ego. 

1.1. Summarise Steiner’s 
recommendations for 
self-development 
practice. 

  

1.2. Compare and 
contrast Steiner’s 
recommendations with 
one other approach. 

 

2. Be able to undertake 
artistic and practical 
exercises that support 
inner development and 
self-reflective practice. 

2.1. Participate in artistic 
and practical exercises 
that support inner 
development and self-
reflective practice. 

This includes journal entries 
concerning inner development and 
self-reflective practice, in relation 
to artistic and practical exercises. 
Must include at least 3 examples 
from practical experience in an 
Early Years setting. 

3. Reflect on own skills 
in delivering the Steiner 
Waldorf early childhood 
curriculum. 

3.1. Reflect on own skills 
and practice in an Early 
Years setting. 

This includes at least 6 journal 
entries reflecting inner 
development and self-reflective 
practice. 

3.2 Identify areas for 
further development of 
own skills and practice. 

This includes examples from own 
practicum experiences. 

3.3 Analyse the 
importance of self-
reflective practice for the 
Steiner Waldorf Early 
Years practitioner. 
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Additional delivery information for the unit: 

This Unit forms a foundation to foster imagination, intuition and inspiration in all aspects of 
the learner’s work as an Early Years Educator.  
 
Learners will explore different theories and methods relating to self-awareness and tools 
for personal growth. These methods will be considered, alongside Steiner’s 
recommendations, as ways of supporting an understanding of the self, effective self-care 
and support as well as effective communication and connection with others.  
 
Through a variety of practical and artistic activities for adult self -development, learners will 
engage in a process of developing self-awareness and spiritual development. Learners will 
be required to keep a journal and communicate an outline of the principles of one of the 
methods with which they have personally worked. They will identify areas for development 
in both personal and professional development. 
 
An understanding of how self-reflective practice supports effective working with young 
children will be developed and learners will reflect on real life every day experience, 
classroom practicum, curriculum practice as well as findings from their child study 
reflections 

 

Resources 

• Lievegoed, B (2014) Phases. The Spiritual Rhythms of Adult Life, Forest Row, UK : 
Sophia Books 

• Miller, Alice (1995) The Drama of Being a Child, The Search for the True Self, London, 
UK : Virago Press   

• Rosenberg, M (2015) Communication -- A Language of Life: Life-Changing Tools for 
Healthy Relationships (Nonviolent Communication Guides) USA: PuddleDancer Press  

• Steiner, R. The Philosophy of Freedom (www.rsarchive.org) 

• Tolle, Eckhart. (2009) A New Earth. UK : Random House, Penguin Books  

• Palmer J. Palmer (2017) The Courage to Teach, 20th Anniversary Edition, USA : 
Jossey-Bass 

• Websites 

• https://www.drgabormate.com 

• https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb 

• https://www.mindful.org/meditation/mindfulness-getting-started/ 

• https://www.conscious-transitions.com/self-trust-collections/ 

• https://www.cnvc.org  

• http://www.couragerenewal.org/courage-to-teach/  
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Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in 
this unit can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the 
individual learner’s holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain 
the expectation that critical thinking skills, understanding and application will develop 
progressively. 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment and self-reflective 
accounts, although other assessment methods may be used to demonstrate the learner’s 
holistic development.  
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is 
carried out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis. 
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SWECS-L4-18 Unit 18: The Seasonal Curriculum 

Unit reference A/618/8031 Unit level 4 

  GLH 30 

Unit aim This unit builds on the learning in earlier units to develop the learner’s 
understanding of the value of the seasonal curriculum for the holistic 
development of the young child.  The learner will develop the specific 
knowledge and skills required to create a seasonal curriculum. 

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Know reasons to 
have a seasonal 
curriculum in an Early 
Years setting. 

1.1. Give a rationale for a 
seasonal curriculum in an 
Early Years setting. 

This includes: 

• The seasonal breathing cycle 
of the earth and the human 
being’s journey of becoming. 

• Rudolf Steiner’s idea of human 
freedom. 

• Seasonal festivals as 
expressions of diversity, 
individuality and universality 
circle time.  

2. Understand the 
value of a seasonal 
curriculum in an Early 
Years setting. 

2.1. Discuss the value of 
a seasonally themed 
curriculum for the holistic 
development of the 
young child. 

This includes:  

• Short-term and immediate 
benefits of a seasonal 
curriculum of the young child’s 
holistic development.  

• Consciousness of living and 
breathing cycles in the natural 
world and the implementation 
of a seasonal curriculum can 
set the foundations for 
personal and spiritual 
development in the early 
years. 

3. Be able to plan a 
seasonal curriculum for 
an Early Years setting. 

3.1. Create a plan for a 
seasonally themed 
curriculum for an Early 
Years group from 3- 5 
years. 

This includes: 

• Development of a single term 
plan that demonstrates the 
synthesis of individual 
curriculum components into a 
united, evolving expression of 
the breathing seasonal cycle of 
the earth. This will include the 
following: 

• Classroom Environment 

• Curriculum activities 

• Circle Time  
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Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

• Story Time 

• Nature Table 

• Celebration of festivals. 

 

Additional delivery information for the unit: 

 This unit provides an exploration of Rudolf Steiner’s view of the seasons and the seasonal 
cycle as a living, breathing expression of the earth that is directly connected to the holistic 
development of the human being.   
 
The short- and long-term benefits of a seasonal curriculum for the holistic development of 
the young child are explored including how these activities support development in the 
following areas: 

• Physical 

• Personal, social and emotional 

• Speech, language and communication development 

• Cognitive 

• Neurological and brain development  

• Spiritua 
 

The learner will be guided to plan activities and a purposeful educational programme which 
includes the learning and development areas of current UK Early Years curriculum 
requirements that include: 

• communication and language (extending vocabulary, language structure, and dialogue, 
for example) 

• physical development 

• personal, social and emotional development 

• literacy 

• mathematics 

• understanding the world 

• expressive arts and design 
Learners will need to ensure that the programme can fully reflect the stage of development, 
individual needs and circumstances of children aged 3-5. 

 

Resources 

Lecture notes and handouts will be provided. 
Steiner, R. The Cycle of the Year.  (www.rsarchive.org) 
Steiner, R.  (1996) The Festivals and their Meaning. Rudolf Steiner Press.  
Steiner, R.  The Universal Human Being.  (www.rsarchive.org) 
The Seasonal Festivals in Early Childhood:  Seeking the Universally Human. (2010) 
WECAN.  (www.waldorflibrary.org) 
Jaffke, F. (2011) Celebrating Festivals with Young Children.  Floris Books. 
Overview of the Waldorf Kindergarten (vol 1)  (1993) WECAN. (www.waldorflibrary.org) 
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Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in 
this unit can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the 
individual learner’s holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain 
the expectation that critical thinking skills, understanding and application will develop 
progressively. 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment and self-reflective 
accounts, although other assessment methods may be used to demonstrate the learner’s 
holistic development.  
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is 
carried out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis 
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SWECS-L4-19 Unit 19: Enhancing Skills and 
Practice for Storytelling, Puppetry and Circle Time 

Unit reference F/618/8032 Unit level 4 

  GLH 40 

Unit aim This unit builds on the knowledge and skills developed in earlier units 
to increase the learner’s range of skills in writing and telling stories and 
creating and performing puppetry. The learner will also gain 
competence in developing and using resources for leading circle time 
in an Early Years setting. Throughout the development of these skills 
and practice there will be a parallel development in understanding of 
the Steiner Waldorf pedagogy that places such importance on these 
activities.. 

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Be able to use a 
range of storytelling 
techniques in an Early 
Years setting. 

1.1. Demonstrate a range 
of storytelling techniques 
appropriate for an Early 
Years setting. 

This includes techniques that: 

• Awaken imaginative 
perception of the story 
landscape and images. 

• Develop inspired connection to 
and enlivenment of story 
images. 

• Support skills for memorization 
of fairy tales. 

• Support skills for dramatic 
enactment of stories. 

2. Be able to use a 
range of story writing 
techniques in an Early 
Years setting. 

2.1. Demonstrate a range 
of story writing 
techniques appropriate 
for an Early Years 
setting. 

This includes story writing that: 

• supports development of the 
imagination. 

• uses appropriate language for 
children aged 3-7 years. 

They should include: 

• rhythmical/rhyming and singing 
stories and plays. 

• nature stories 

• remedial stories  

3. Be able to use a 
variety of puppetry 
techniques in an Early 
Years setting. 

3.1. Demonstrate a range 
of skills to make different 
kinds of puppets suitable 
for an Early Years 
setting. 

This includes making of: 

• marionette puppets. 

• finger puppets. 

• puppet pocket aprons and 
pocket puppets. 

• moving pictures. 



SWECS-L4-19 Unit 19: Enhancing Skills and Practice for Storytelling, Puppetry and Circle Time 

Version 1.0 July 2021 64 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

3.2. Demonstrate a range 
of puppetry performance 
skills suitable for an Early 
Years setting. 

This includes: 

• Creating puppet theatre 
landscapes. 

• Creating appropriate puppet 
gestures. 

• Developing immersion into 
“story consciousness”. 

• The gestures of the puppeteer. 

• Making puppets for and 
performing a fairy tale using 
silk marionettes and standing 
puppets.  

• Performing a moving picture 
story. 

• Demonstrating puppet pocket 
apron stories. 

• Performing a class puppet 
show during the placement. 

4. Be able to lead a 
circle time in an Early 
Years setting. 

4.1. Create a range of 
materials appropriate for 
use in circle time in an 
Early Years setting. 

This includes: 

• Creating own hand gesture 
game which will support a 
sense of life and touch. 

• Creating own action verse 
which will support a sense of 
movement and balance. 

• Creating own singing game 
suitable for age 3-5. 

• Creating own song in mode of 
the 5th. 

• Devising a movement journey 
for age 5-7. 

4.2. Lead a circle time in 
an Early Years setting. 
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Additional delivery information for the unit: 

 This unit provides an exploration of the role of storytelling, story writing, puppetry and 
circle time to support the holistic development of the human being.   
The purpose of these for the holistic development of the young child are explored including 
how these activities support development in the following areas: 

• Physical 

• Personal, social and emotional 

• Speech, language and communication development 

• Cognitive 

• Neurological and brain development  

• Spiritual 
The learner will develop their skills in these activities and use these in the Early Years 
setting in ways that meet the learning and development areas of current UK Early Years 
curriculum requirements including: 
• communication and language (extending vocabulary, language structure, and 
dialogue, for example) 
• physical development 
• personal, social and emotional development 
• literacy 
• mathematics 
• understanding the world 
• expressive arts and design 

 

Resources 

Lecture notes and handouts will be provided.  
Perrow, S.  (2012) Therapeutic Storytelling.  Hawthorne Press 
Mellon, N. (2000) Storytelling with Children.  Hawthorne Press 
Bryer, E.  Movement for the Young Child.  WECAN. (www.waldorflibrary.org) 
Jaffke, F. (2003)) Toymaking with Children. Floris Books 
Jaffke, F (2016) Lets Dance and Sing.  WECAN. (www.waldorflibrary.org) 
Udo de Haas (2017) The Singing Playing Hand WECAN. (www.waldorflibrary.org) 
Ellersiek, W. (2003) Giving Love, Bringing Joy. WECAN (www.waldorflibrary.org) 

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in 
this unit can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the 
individual learner’s holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain 
the expectation that critical thinking skills, understanding and application will develop 
progressively. 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment and self-reflective 
accounts, although other assessment methods may be used to demonstrate the learner’s 
holistic development.  
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is 
carried out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis 
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SWECS-L4-20 Unit 20: Supporting Children with 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
in an Early Years Setting 

Unit reference J/618/8033 Unit level 4 

  GLH 50 

Unit aim This unit considers how a Steiner Waldorf Early Years practitioner can 
support and complement the work of a SEND practitioner. The learner 
will become familiar with terms used to describe a range of education 
needs and disabilities and focus on the importance of sensory 
integration for learning and healthy development of children in the 
early years.  The learner will also explore the value of creative play as 
a therapeutic tool to address and support specific challenges in social 
and emotional development. 

 

Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

1. Know the meaning of 
standard terminology 
used in relation to 
special learning needs 
and disabilities in an 
Early Years setting. 

1.1. Explain the meaning 
of a range of terms used 
in relation to special 
learning needs and 
disabilities in an Early 
Years setting. 

This includes familiarity with 
standard terminology used in 
relation to SEND in early 
childhood, with a particular focus 
on autism spectrum conditions and 
ADHD. 

2. Know the type of 
support that can be 
provided for identified 
types of special 
learning needs and 
disabilities in a Steiner 
Waldorf Early Years 
setting. 

2.1. Give an account of 
different types of support 
that can be provided for 
physical, social and 
emotional special 
learning needs and 
disabilities in a Steiner 
Waldorf Early Years 
setting. 

This includes appropriate support 
for children with physical, social 
and emotional learning needs and 
disabilities. 

3. Understand the 
importance of sensory 
integration for learning 
and development from 
birth to seven. 

3.1. Explain the 
importance of sensory 
integration for learning 
and development from 
birth to seven. 

This includes: 

• signs that sensory integration 
is not as expected.   

• identifying what the underlying 
difficulty or disability might be. 

• proposing remedial actions 
that might be taken, including 
specific movement 
programmes. 
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Learning outcomes 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
The learner can: 

Assessment amplification 
 

4. Understand how 
creative play can 
support children with 
social and emotional 
difficulties from birth to 
seven. 

4.1 Explain the value of 
creative play in 
supporting children with 
social and emotional 
difficulties from birth to 
seven. 

This includes how play can be 
used as a therapeutic tool for 
children with identified social and 
emotional in both group or 
individual early childhood settings. 

4.2 Evaluate how 
creative play can provide 
therapeutic benefits for 
children from birth to 
seven. 

 

5. Know how learning 
outcomes can and 
should be differentiated 
to account for special 
education needs and 
disabilities in an Early 
Years setting. 

5.1 Explain how learning 
outcomes can and 
should be differentiated 
to account for special 
education needs and 
disabilities in an Early 
Years setting. 

This includes responding to case 
study examples to differentiate 
learning outcomes. 

6. Be able to create an 
Individualised Learning 
Plan (ILP) for children 
identified with special 
educational needs and 
disabilities in an Early 
Years setting. 

6.1 create an ILP for a 
child with SEND in an 
Early Years setting. 

 

6.2 implement an IEP for 
a child with SEND in an 
Early Years setting. 

 

 

Additional delivery information for the unit: 

This unit ensures that learners develop an understanding of common special learning 
needs and disabilities in children from birth to seven. There will be a particular focus on 
autism spectrum condition (ASD) and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), 
including the recognition of possibly undiagnosed conditions.  
Learners will become familiar with the importance of sensory integration and explore the 
use of activities, especially movement programmes, to address and improve balance, 
proprioception and sensory integration. Visual processing issues will also be covered. 
Learners will study the therapeutic role of play in recovery and healing from social and 
emotional trauma for young children and how to support children in this type of therapeutic 
play. 
The unit will conclude by developing learners’ understanding of the need for differentiation 
in setting learning goals and outcomes and develop skills in creating and implementing 
Individual Learning Plans (ILPs). 
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Resources 

• Aron N, Elaine, (2003) The Highly Sensitive Child. London: Thorsons. 

• Melillo, Robert, (2015) Disconnected Kids. New York: Penguin group. 

• Kranowitz Carol Stock, (2005) The Out-of-Sync Child. New York: Penguin group. 

• Siegel J Daniel and Bryson, P Tina, (2012) The Whole-Brain Child. Great Britain: 
Robinson. 

• Biddulph Steve, (1999) More Secrets of Happy Children. London: Thorsons. 

• Blomberg Harald, (2015) Rhythmic Movement Method. Lulu Publishing 

• Levine A Peter, (2007) Trauma Through a Child’s Eyes. California: North Atlantic Books. 

• Axline, V. (1990) Dibs, in Search of Self, UK: Penguin Books              

• Jenkinson, S (2001) The Genius of Play, UK:  Hawthorn Press   

• Long – Breipohl, R. (2010) Supporting Self Directed Play in Steiner Waldorf Early 
Childhood Education, UK Floris Books   

 

Assessment guidance for the unit: 

To ensure that the full range of knowledge, understanding and skills being developed in 
this unit can be demonstrated, a diversity of assessment methods which support the 
individual learner’s holistic development is encouraged. The assessment criteria contain 
the expectation that critical thinking skills, understanding and application will develop 
progressively. 
 
Learners will primarily be assessed through written assignment and self-reflective 
accounts, although other assessment methods may be used to demonstrate the learner’s 
holistic development.  
 
All assessment criteria must be achieved for learners to pass the unit. All assessment is 
carried out internally by tutor assessors on a pass or refer basis 
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Section 3: Delivering this qualification 

3.1 Assessment Approach 

The units have been designed to support learner centred approaches, which encourage 
learner investigation, enquiry and reflection, alongside time for tutorials to reflect on learning 
and discuss the content and assessment requirements. The delivery process should be 
based around a facilitation method, which should create a supportive and dynamic 
environment, designed to inspire learner participation, enquiry and learning. 

Recommended delivery methods for this qualification include: 

Assessment method Assessing 
competence / skills 

Assessing 
knowledge / 
understanding 

Written assignment No Yes 

Self-reflective account No Yes 

Oral presentation  No Yes 

Child observation journal Yes Yes 

Literature review No Yes 

Artefact Yes Yes 

Tutor observation Yes Yes 

Witness statement Yes Yes 

Expert witness statement Yes  Yes 

Tutor observed group discussion exercise No Yes 

Practical presentation Yes Yes 

Written accounts of group evaluation and 
reflection exercises 

No Yes 

Portfolio of work-based evidence Yes Yes 

Case study / scenario based exercise Yes Yes 

 

If you are proposing to use an assessment method that is not included within the 
recommended list, you should contact your External Quality Advisor with full details of your 
proposed method.  It will need formal approval from us before it can be used 
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3.2 Assessment Strategies for this Qualification 

The units we offer have been developed in line with the specific assessment strategies or 
principles of the National College for Teaching and Leadership (NCTL) and Crossfields 
Institute assessment requirements. 

The key requirements of the assessment strategies or principles that relate to units in this 
qualification, are summarised below. Centres need to ensure that individuals undertaking 
assessor or quality assurer roles within your Centre, conform to the NCTL and Crossfields 
Institute assessment requirements for the unit they are assessing or quality assuring. 

Steiner Early Childhood Studies Assessment Strategy 

The Steiner Early Childhood Studies (Early Years Educator) Assessment Strategy 
provides a rationale for the relationship between the learning and teaching processes used 
in the units, the learning outcomes and the methods of assessment used.  

Learners submit a portfolio of evidence for this qualification. This portfolio is internally 
assessed against each unit’s assessment criterion on a pass or refer basis, by tutor 
assessors. The Centre and these assessors are responsible for ensuring the following: 

• that all assessments are fit for purpose, valid, and reliable, as well as innovative 
and varied. This includes ensuring that assessment methods suit the 
assessment criteria, and that whenever possible the context of the assessment 
prepares learners for employment 

• that assessment is a balanced part of learning and teaching and that it supports 
the learner’s professional development towards working as a Steiner Waldorf 
Early Childhood Educator 

• that assessment tasks take advantage of opportunities for holistic assessment 
(an example of how this could be done is in the Sample Assessment section of 
the Tutor & Centre Guidance document), as this suits the principles of the 
qualification and the role for which this qualification prepares learners. 

Requirements for Assessors and Internal Quality Assurers 

• Assessors will need to be both occupationally knowledgeable and qualified to 
make assessment decisions. 

• Internal Quality Assurers will need to be both occupationally knowledgeable and 
qualified to make quality assurance decisions. 

 

Learners will be assessed by tutor assessors whilst undertaking their 100 hour Professional 
Placement. This will give learners the opportunity to demonstrate their skills in planning, 
observing, maintaining records, working with others to support the child and leading early 
childhood activities within a Steiner Waldorf setting. 

3.3 Quality Assurance  

The Crossfields Institute approach to quality assurance is underpinned by educational values 
which address the development and transformation of the whole human being. In this 
qualification teaching, learning and assessment should be interconnected in order to support 
each individual to reach his or her full potential.  
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The primary aim of the Crossfields Institute Quality Team is to support centres in delivering 
the best possible learning experience and high levels of achievement for learners.  Centres 
will be allocated an External Quality Assurer (EQA) by the Crossfields Institute Quality Team. 
The Lead EQA for this curriculum area will also be involved in reviewing assessment plans. 

Centres delivering this qualification are required to follow this Crossfields Institute Quality 
Assurance process: 

  
Centre programme team writes/reviews 
assessment plans using approved templates 

 

Assessors assess learner work and provide 
feedback 

EQAs and IQAs participate in Crossfields Institute 
Touchstone standardisation events (minimum of 
one per year)  

EQA provides ongoing monitoring, guidance and 
support, and agrees claim for certification (e.g. 
annual Centre Review) 

IQAs and Assessors standardise to ensure 
qualification standards are met (minimum twice 
per academic year) 

IQAs and Assessors agree actions and or 
modifications (if necessary, IQAs agree training 
or mentoring for assessors) 

Assessment plans agreed by Lead EQA? (must 
be approved prior to assessment being carried 
out) 

Internal Quality Assurers (IQAs) monitor 
assessment decisions and provide feedback to 
assessors 

Yes 

No 
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3.4 Assessment Planning Guidance  

This qualification uses a centre devised approach to assessment. In planning their 
assessments, centres should ensure that assessment activities: 

• are fit for purpose  

• can be delivered efficiently 

• meet the assessment criteria  

• permit Reasonable Adjustments to be made, while minimising the need for them 

• allow each learner to generate evidence which can be authenticated 

• allow the specified level of attainment detailed in this specification to be reached by a 
learner who has attained the required level of knowledge, skills and understanding 

• allow assessors to be able to differentiate accurately and consistently between a 
range of attainments by learners 

 

They should also ensure that: 

• sufficient time is allowed for assessment planning 

• assessment tasks do not produce unreasonably adverse outcomes for learners who 
share a common attribute 

• methods of assessment are in line with the assessment requirements in this 
specification 

• reasonable timescales for assessment and feedback are given to learners 

• a timely quality assurance process is conducted 

3.5 Centre Requirements  

As this is a qualification in the Steiner Waldorf approach to early childhood education, there 
are specific requirements for a Centre wanting to deliver this qualification. As part of the 
Qualification Approval process, the Centre must demonstrate that they have adequate 
resources and means of access for learners in terms of the following: 

Resources: 

All of the materials listed in the resources sections of the Tutor and Centre Guidance must be 
made available to learners. 

Learners must be provided with access to: library facilities, with the full range of primary texts; 
all significant secondary sources; and any other recommended resources, such as videos or 
recommended reading. 

Staff: 

Centres must also demonstrate that they have staff in place that meet the following 
professional criteria (in circumstances in which the qualifications are equivalents, please 
discuss these during the qualification approval process): 

Tutor Assessors must hold a Steiner related qualification at level 5 (or equivalent 
qualification) and have a minimum of three years post-qualifying Steiner Waldorf 
Kindergarten teaching experience. They should also be able to demonstrate 
continuing professional development in a relevant field. 

Professional Placement Mentor Leaders must have a minimum of three years post-
qualifying Steiner Waldorf early childhood experience, a DfE Full and Relevant 
Steiner early childhood qualification and must have received Placement Mentor 
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Leader training from Crossfields Institute, The London Steiner Kindergarten Training 
Company or other source approved by Crossfields Institute. They must also have a 
proven track record of undertaking continuing professional development.  

Real Work Environment for the Professional Placement: 

Centres must also have access to Professional Placement Settings for their learners that 
meet the following requirements: 

Professional Placement Settings must have a trained Professional Placement 
Mentor Leader who meets the requirements outlined above. The setting should be 
Ofsted inspected and should ideally have a report of Good or Outstanding. The 
setting should be recognised by the Steiner Waldorf Schools Fellowship or otherwise 
approved by Crossfields Institute. 

Safeguarding: 

To support early years settings, the UKCIS Education Working Group has developed two 
documents to help early years settings managers and staff consider their practice and to take 
steps to safeguard both children and adults online. To access the documents, please visit: 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-children-and-protecting-professionals-in-
early-years-settings-online-safety-considerations. 

 

For other qualification requirements, please contact Crossfields Institute. 

3.6 Training and Support  

To support centres in carrying out high quality assessment and quality assurance practice, 
the following training and support measures have been put in place for this qualification:   

• All centre assessors and quality assurance staff for this qualification are required to 
meet National Occupational Standards for assessors and IQAs. National 
qualifications (NVQs) are available for these roles. Crossfields Institute can also 
provide customised assessor and IQA education as well as review of assessor and 
IQA practice.  

• Assessors and IQAs must keep an up to date CPD log and be able to demonstrate 
the relevance of their CPD to this qualification and their role. 

• Handbooks, exemplars and templates are available from the Crossfields Institute 
Quality Team.  

• Where required, a customised Quality Assurance Action and Development Plan will 
be provided by Crossfields Institute for centres.  

Please note: there may be a charge for training and resources provided by Crossfields 
Institute.   

3.7 Policies and Procedures   

Each centre is required to work in partnership with Crossfields Institute to ensure that all 
learners have the best possible experience whilst taking this qualification and are treated 
fairly.  Our commitment to this is supported by our Centre Handbook, which all centres should 
become familiar with.  

Crossfields Institute has policies and procedures in place to support centres and learners.  All 
centres must also implement their own policies, which comply with Crossfields Institute’s 
requirements – these will be checked during centre approval and in subsequent centre 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-children-and-protecting-professionals-in-early-years-settings-online-safety-considerations
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-children-and-protecting-professionals-in-early-years-settings-online-safety-considerations
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monitoring activities.  It is the centre’s responsibility to make relevant policies available to 
learners. 

Relevant policies include: 

• Learner Complaints and Appeals Policy: which allows learners to take action if they 
feel they have been treated unfairly. 

• Reasonable Adjustments and Special Considerations Policy: which allows centres to 
make any necessary adjustments to assessments in the light of learners’ individual 
circumstances. 

• Malpractice and Maladministration Policy: which gives a framework through which 
concerns about the delivery and assessment of the qualification can be addressed. 

• Equality and Diversity Policies: which ensures centres treat learners fairly and without 
any bias. 

Crossfields Institute Policies, and other key documents, are available on our website at 
www.crossfieldsinstitute.com/resources   

 

http://www.crossfieldsinstitute.com/resources

